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TO THE READER A FOREWORD: 
The use of local materials i n the teaching of the 
social studies has been common in the elementary schools 
of Lowell, Massachusetts for many years . This usage, 
however, is largely confined to the fourth grade where 
local history is taught in isolated form. In the junior 
high schools and the high school, they are employed in a 
limited sense to emphasize those periods distinctive to 
Lowell history. With the many other great movements 
stressed in American history, the use of these enriching 
local materials is almost entirely neglected. 
The major purpose of this study is to organize some 
.. 
historical materials of Lowell, Massachusetts, that will 
enrich a seventh grade program in American history. 
Secondly, by extensive reading of reports of effective 
teaching in local history, the writer will gain a wider 
range of possible applications of this material. 
In our American schools, local history may not be as 
widely taught as is desirable. However, the many descrip-
tive reports in our educational journals and yearbooks 
attest to some important and enthusiastic work being done 
in this field. In most cases, the emphasis has been on 
1 
making local history an important factor in teaching 
national history. As to its value and use in the social 
studies program, most historians and educators are in 
!I 
agreement. Of this, Henry Johnson has said: 
The soundness of using the pupil's 
immediate environment in the study of 
history is beyond dispute. The environ-
ment determines most of his experience 
and experience is the key to any under- ' 
standing of history. 
The additional values and uses of local history are 
as great as the number of writers on this subject. 
Emphasizing that· the local instance is the reality of 
what t~e pupil studies in his text book, Edgar Wesley has 
2:.1 
said: 
The local community furnishes 
instances of every fundamental process. 
The problem of the teacher and the pupil 
is to identify and understand the local 
manifestation of these processes. 
It is this writer's opinion that the continued use 
of the community in the social studies would be not only 
pleasurable but enriching in educationa·l experiences. It 
requires team work on the part · of teacher and pupils for 
in this field both are often learners together. 
!/ Henry Johnson, Teachiny · of History, 
Macmillan Company, 1940 , p. 91. 
(New York: 
Edgar Wesley, Teaching the Social Studies, 
D. c. Heath and Company, 1942), p. 414. 
(Boston: 
2 
In stimulating the history lesson by the use of local 
11 
materials, Peterson says: 
The study of local history in any state 
clearly affords a rich opportunity for teachers 
of the social studies to become more effective 
and interesting instructors, and in harmonizing 
and vitalizing the American scene through the 
application of state, local and regional illus-
trations they will doubtlessly strike a spark, 
not only in the pupils but also in the parents 
of young America. The value of becoming 
familiar with the local scene can scarcely be 
over emphasized. 
The pupil will learn that his connnunity is rich in 
tradition. He will develop pride in the accomplishment 
of his forefathers. He will become aware that the 
establishment of his community often entailed hardships, 
privations and a courage equal to that only associated 
to our western pioneers. 
Possibly these objectives for the teaching of local 
and state history are best set up by Rolla M. Tryon who 
11 William Peterson, "The Use of Local History as a Tool 
in Studying American History," in Ruth West, editor, 
Utilization of Community Resources in the Socia.l Studies 
Ninth Yearbook of the National Council for the Social · I 
Studies ( Washington, D.C.: The National Council, 1938}, 
n _l]j) 
1±1 lists them as follows: 
(1) State history serves as a basis for the develop-
ment of an intelligent and elevating local pride. 
(2) State history puts the pupil in touch with local, 
political, social and industrial developments and 
furnishes him the background knowledge for 
interpreting them. 
(3) State history furnishes the pupil with concrete 
illustrative materials which aids him in secur-
ing an adequate understanding of national history. 
{4) State history supplies the opportunity for the 
pupil to come face to face with historical 
materials, thus creating in him a feeling of 
historical reality and giving him training in 
handling historical sources. 
(5) State history supplies the teacher with many 
opportunities to make his teaching conform to 
the modern educational principles of proceeding 
from the concrete to the abstract and from the 
known to the unknown. 
The local history approach method has another valuable I 
purpose in our present day. · Many of the weaknesses, ! 
stresses, and danger signals in our American life are 
local and since every r ·egion has these problems we cannot 
ignore them. American history taught as a wide national 
pattern leads pupils to believe that the problems of 
American life ere all national and as Caroline E. Hartwig 
Rolla M. · Tryon, "The Teaching of Local and State 
History", in R. o. Hughes, Ed., Elements of the Social 
Studies Program. Sixth Yearbook of the National 
Council for the Social Studies, fWashington, D. C.: 
The National Council, 1936), p. 139. 
4. 
suggests----- "too many of our people are looking to 
Washington for the solution of these problems.~ 
Granting that the use of local materials stimulates 
the social studies class, it behooves the teacher to dis-
cover and utilize them. Various articles in our educa-
tional yearbooks, periodicals and bulletins give a wide 
variety of sources for the gathering of materials but 
possibly the most comprehensive list has been prepared by 
6/ 
Donald Dean Parker: The following sources of information 
are to be found discussed in that publication: 
Library and general sources 
Village, town and city histories 
County histories 
State and regional histories 
Sociological material 
Family histories and biographies 
Military records 
Directories 
Maps 
Atlases and gazateers 
Accounts of travelers 
Anniversary addresses and sermons 
Photographs and pictures 
Old residents 
Private letters 
II 
I 
2.1 Caroline E. E. Hartwig, "Use of Local, State and Regional Resources," in Richard E. Thursfield, editor, 
The Study and Teaching of American History, Seventeenth 
Yearbook of the National Council for the Social Studies, ~ 
Washington, D. C.: The National Council, 1946), p. 340. 
Donald Dean Parker, Local History, How to Gather It, 
Write, and Publish It, · (New York: Social Science-
Research Council, 1944), Chapters I- VI. 
5. 
Diaries 
Account books 
Keepsakes, heirlooms and relics 
Newspapers and periodicals 
Public records 
Business records 
Church and cemetery records 
In the preparation of these local materials, this 
writer made great use of local newspapers. Newspapers are 
a primary source for national and local history and there-
fore of great importance to a teacher interested in inte-
gration. The student of local history in Lowell is 
fortunate to have extensive files of newspapers in the 
Lowell Public Library. Because of their importance, this 
writer has listed in the APPENDIX the available Lowell 
newspapers and the dates for which available. Newspapers 
are most useful tor the contemporary picture they present 
as well. 
The course in American history can be further enriched 
by the use of biographical material and historical fiction 
pertaining to one's own region. Field trips and excursions 
are other useful devices, for every community has historic 
sites and landmarks worth visiting. Trips to museums pro-
vide a useful educational purpose as well. 
'1 
6. 
There are drawbacks and difficulties to the use of 
local materials in the classroom. "The overcrowded cur-
riculum", "the defenders of things as they are", and "the 
lack of adequately prepared teachers" are the three most 
11 
serious ones as given by Rolla M. Tryon. The use of local 
materials in the American history program is not intended 
as a replacement of any subject in the curriculum but only 
as a supplement to it for instructional purposes. rt is 
this writer's contention that when state and local history 
becomes isolated and taught independently of the national 
story, much of its value is lost. 
The most serious handicap to insuring success in this 
field seems to be the lack of teacher preparation. This 
is the fault of the teacher training institutions though 
~u~h has been done to remedy the situation in many states. 
The plan to educate teachers for a community centered 
social studies program by New York State College For 
§./ 
Teachers has been outlined by Helen Halter. The future 
11 
§./ 
Rolla M. Tryon, "The Teaching of Local and State 
History in R. o. Hughes, ed., Elements of the Social 
Studies Program. Sixth Yearbook of the National 
Council for the Social Studies, (Washington, D. C.: 
The National Council, 1936}, pp. 137-138. 
Helen Halter, "Educating Teachers for Community 
Centered Social Studies", in Ruth West, editor, 
Utilization of Communit Resource n th So 
udies, Ninth Yearbook of the National Council for 
the Social Studies (Washington, D. c.: The National 
Council, 1938), p. 29. 
I 
7. 
teachers are trained in learning: (1) how to make com-
munity contacts, (2) how to find excursions related to 
the community, (3) how to prepare for and conduct com-
munity trips, (4) how to find time for these trips 
(important since lack of time is mostfrequently mentioned 
as a deterrent to community teaching). 
The teacher needs to discover the community for 
himself and then develop a sensitivity to the community. 
Once discovering the community, he must "choose that 
group of bench marks" that will vitalize his instruction 
21 in American history as suggested by Aldrich. 
Using these local materials demands more initiative, 
ingenuity and work on the part of the teacher than does 
teaching about national affairs. The community must serve 
as the textbook as well as the laboratory for direct 
observation. Until the teacher knows and understands the 
local community, its resources can not be used to develop 
patterns of action. 
Teachers have found many ways of making use of the 
findings of students' research in local history. The 
most widely used methods have been the publication of 
local history stories, the forming of local history clubs, 
2.1 Julian c. Aldrich, "The T~acher Explores the Community", in West, Utilization of Community Resources 
in the Social Studies, p. 15. 
s. 
such as the Junior Historical Societies, the organization 
ot camera clubs interested in local history and the pre-
sentation ot pageants on local history. The most valuable 
way ot utilizing local materials, however, is through 
integration with the national story. It has been demon-
strated that a number ot experiments in integration have 
been successful. Examples of such, sho,rlng methods used 
and materials available have been reported by Homer L. 
10/ ll7 
Calkin and Caroline E. E. Hartwig. 
Most systems prepare a chart or outline ot United 
States history tor the teachers in the history department. 
A person .interested in making use ot local materials needs 
to prepare a corresponding chart · containing local events. 
This calls for definite planning on the part of the 
teacher. The following criteria of selection as prepared 
by Caroline E. Hartwig may ·lead the way to successful 
' 12/ 
integration. 
"MJ.I H. L. Calkin, "Local History: A Means of Better Understanding United States History", School Review, 
January, 1942 pp. 53-60. 
Caroline E. E. Hartwig, The Integration ot Missouri 
History and American History tor the Senior High 
Schools of Missouri, Special Bulletin (J'eff"erson City: 
State Superintendent ot Schools 1939). 
. . . . . . - . 
Hartwig, "Use of Local, State and Regional Resources, 
pp. 346-347. 
9. 
1. Individuals and places which played important 
parts in state and local history. 
2. Individuals who played a part in national history 
and maybe claimed by the state or local community 
because of birth or because of having lived in a 
community for a portion of their lives. 
J. Individuals who played parts, though unequal ones 
in state and national history. 
4. Events which are parts of state history. 
5. Events which are parts of both state and national 
history. 
6. Points of similar! ty and points of difference be.-
tween conditions in the state and in the rest of 
the nation. 
The use of these local materials entails considerable 
research that involves much effort and considerable time. 
A program of integration cannot be developed overnight or 
in a single year. 
Regardless of the locality where American history is 
taught or what the outline of the course, there are in-
separable ties between local and national events and move-
ments. 
The following stories are intended to show the possi-
bility of integration of Lowell history with the national 
story. They will show that as an outgrowth of the 
Massachusetts Bay Colony, the story of Lowell's development 
can give a better understanding of the historical facts of 
our national growth. The developing spirit of independence 
and democracy was as much a part of the local scene as it 
l 
10. 
wa.s of the national. Geographic facts influenced the 
development of Lowell on an equal basis with any part of 
the Nation. The transition from handicraft to manufactur-
ing following the Revolutionary War saw the birth of the 
City of Lowell. The building of canals, the development 
of water power, the starting of huge manufacturing enter-
prises all led to the creation of this first American 
factory city. The need of improved methods of transporta-
tion followed. Lowell has welcomed thousands ot immigrants 
to make their homes here and has been enriched and changed 
by their coming. Lowell has experienced periods of pros-
perity and depression with the rest of the nation. 
These stories need to be supplemented by questions 
and activities. In all, it is hoped that they show that 
they are the events that make American history. 
11. 
INDIAN HABITATION IN THE AREA OF LOWELL 
As the white man landed on the shores of North 
America, he found here one of the most picturesque of the 
primitive races of mankind. 
We are told that these Indians then numbered about 
1./ half a million in what are the present confines of the 
United States. 
In physical characteristics we may say that they 
were much alike. Most had the distinguishing features of 
straight black hair, broad face · and high cheek bones, 
slanted eyes, aquiline nose, and scant beard. 
In manner of living, strength of warfare and accep-
tance of the white man, they differed greatly. At times, 
they rendered valuable aid to the colonists and saved them 
from starvation. At other times1 they inflicted great 
damage upon the white man, as in 1622 in Virginia, and 
during King Philips War in New England. 
As settlements spread out in all directions from 
Boston, the white man made a series of agreements with the 
Indians. 
Oliver Perry Chitwood, History of Colonial America 
(New York: Harper & Brothers, 1931), p. 19. 
12. 
I 
I 
To best understand the early settlement of Lowell we 
must learn how these Indians lived, their virtues, short-
comings and dealings with the advancing English settlers. 
The Pawtucket or Pennacook tribes, or confederation 
of tribes was among the foremost in New England and 
numbered several thousand. The territory of the con-
federacy stretched almost from the Penobscot to the Con-
necticut, containing the whole of New Hampshire, a part 
of Massachusetts, and a part of Maine. According to y . 
Cowley, they lived, when at home, in s.eparate villages, 
under their several local chiefs. The site of each 
village depended on availability of good fishing-grounds, 
and the population of the village ranged from fifty to 
three hundred·. The rivers in this area swarmed with many 
varieties of fish. Sturgeon, salmon, shad, and alewives 
were caught in their season by canoe loads. Thus it was 
that the villages here were more numerous than elsewhere. 
The fact that it was centrally located and easy to get to 
had much to do with it becoming the general meeting place 
of the tribe. The upper Merrimack and the Musketaquid or 
Concord, as we now call it, provided ways to a vast region 
of the interior, while the lower Merrimack afforded a safe 
Charles Cowley, Memories of the Indians and Pioneers 
of Lowell, Mass. (Lowell: Stone and Huse, 1862), p. 3. 
II 
I 
I 
I 1 
and convenient channel to the seaboard. jJ 
These Indians were known as "Nipmucks, _or fresh-water 
folk" because they were accustomed to depend, in war and 
peace, upon the inland waterways as a system of travel and 
transportation. 
However, the area did have two permanent villages, 
one at Wamesit Falls and one at Pawtucket Falls. 
!±I Sara Swan Grif~in places the Wamesit Village "in all 
of what is now Lowell, except Centraville and Pawtucket-
ville". She says, "It was rich in fertile and luxuriant 
lands and where now are paved streets, residences and manu-
facturing concerns, the Indians had waving fields of corn. 
One of the most fertile fields of· corn belonging to the 
Wamesi ts spread over Belvidere and to land across the 
Concord River near what is now Lawrence and Wamesit Streets. 
Another of the Wamesit Villages was on the South Common." 
Pawtucket Village was located about the rapids of the 
Merrimack and spread all over Pawtucketville. Their great 
camping spot was on the territory now occupied by the 
Lowell Textile Institute. 
Frederick W. Colburn, History of Lowell and Its Peolle, (New York: Lewis Historical Publ. Co., 1920), Vol. • 
p. 12. 
Sara Swan Griffin, Little Stories About Lowell, 
(Lowell: Butterfield Printing Co., 192BJ, P• 8. 
1 
1\ 
II 
I 
I 
i 
I 
IJ 
I 
Indian hospitality was unbounded. It was the custom 
of the Indians in the interior to visit their seaboard 
allies every summer. This hospitality was reciprocated on 
other occasions when the seaboard Indians visited their 
interior friends. 
These tribes practiced polygamy and marriages could 
be dissolved by either husband or wi~ but none were per-
mitted to marry until they attained adult years. The men 
employed themselves in fighting, hunting and fishing. The 
women performed all the menial services, which were deemed 
dishonorable by the men. Even when they travelled, the 
men went empty-handed, while the women tailed along with 
baggage and babies on their backs. 
In religion they paid their devotion to the sun, the 
moon, the stars, the change of s ·easons and other phenomena 
of nature, Heaven to them was in the Southwest. When the 
bodies of their dead were buried, bows, arrows, war-clubs, 
tomahawks, scalping-knives, spears and other weapons of 
supposed utility were placed with them. Near the Lowell 
Cemetery, one of the earliest burial grounds of the white 
settlers, were round remains that indicate that it was a 
favorite burial place of the Indians as well. 
Cowley; Memories of the Indians and Pioneers of 
Lowell 2 Mass., p. 4. 
/I 
.I 
I 
_15 . 
t---
1 
__ j ----- -----~owley reports that about the year 1614, these Indians 
became embroiled in a war with the Tarrantines in Maine. 
This war lasted over a period of three years and seriously 
decreased the numbers of the tribe. Added to this was an 
epidemic that ravaged the tribe for two years. Cowley 
called it small pox, but added that Dr. Noah Webster 
labelled it yellow fever. He was certain "that the Puritans 
deemed it the ~ent of Providence to prepare the way for the 
chosen people". 
At the time when the English settlers made their 
appearance in this place, the chief of the Pawtuckets was 
Passaconaway. The name is said to mean in the Indian tongue 
11 
"child of the bear". He did not however, possess many of 
the characteristics of the name. Events will prove that he 
had the wisdom to see that to contend with the English 
would be suicide. He first became famous among his tribe 
as a pow-wow. 
At what time PassaconawaY. became chief of the Paw-87 
tuckets is unknown but Cowley places it as shortly after 
11 
Cowley, Memories of the Indians and Pioneers of 
Lowell, Mass., p. 5. 
Illustrated History of Lowell! (Lowell: 
Company, Compiler, 1897), p. o5. Courier Citizen 
Cowley, Memories of the Indians and Pioneers ot 
Lowell, Mass., p. 6. 
II ---~--~========~=-================~==== 
I 
the landing of the Pilgrims at Plymouth. This he gathered 
from the writings of Wood, Morton, Dudley and other writers 
of the early colonial period who mention Chief Passaconaway. 
On May 17, 1629, Passaconaway sold to John Wheelwright 
all the land lying between the Piscatagua and the Merrimack 
by a deed Which is still preserved in the office of the 
Secretary of State. The deed bears beside the marks of 
Passaconaway, the marks of several local chiefs who 
:zj 
acknowledged allegiance to him. 
10/ 
Passaconaway was elected a Bashaba, a title of great 
honor given to but very few of the New England Sachems and 
a title to Which all the inferior sagamores acknowledged 
allegiance. 
A good understanding seems to have existed between 
Passaconaway and the white settlers from the first. In 
1632, two years after the settlement of the Colony of 
Massachusetts Bay, Passaconaway captured and delivered to 
Governor Winthrop for punishment, an Indian who had killed 
an English trader. Ten years later in September 1642, 
white settlers treated the Indians in a different manner. 
Cowley; Memories of the Indians and Pioneers of 
Lowell, Mass., p. 6. 
10/ Griffin, Little Stories About Lowell, p. 10. 
The colonial authorities, alarmed by the report of an Indian 
conspiracy in Connecticut of the ~assacre of white settlers, 
sent forty armed men to disarm Passaconaway. They failed 
to rind the Chier but arrested his son Wannalancet, and also 
the son's wife and child. Wannalancet managed to escape 
but his wife and son were held captive on an island off 
Boston. An outrage like this could not fail to arouse the 
resentment of Passaconaway, yet he accepted the apology of 
the colonial authorities Who declared the proceedings had 
been unauthorized. 
In the first years of the colonies, the Indians were 
treated in some measure as independent nations, but in 1644, 
the settlers proceeded by diplomacy to reduce the various 
chiefs to the rank of petty local magistrates under 
colonial authority. The year before this project was 
attempted, the Colony was divided into counties. At that 
time Middlesex County contained eight towns, Charlestown, 
Cambridge, Watertown, Sudbury, Concord, Woburn, Medford and 
Reading. Among the first who submitted to this arrangement 
was Passaconaway. This is the oldest document in existence 
11/ 
pertaining to the area of Lowell. 
Cowley, Memories of the Indians and Pioneers of 
Lowell, Mass., P• 7. 
18~ 
12:1 
This document is as follows: 
At a generall Court held at Boston the 
12 day of dune, 1644. 
Papassaconaway, Nahnancommook, did 
voluntarilie submit themselves to us, as 
appeareth by their Covenant subscribed by 
their owne hands heere following & other 
articles to wch they consented. We haue 
and doe by theise presents voluntarily & 
wihout any constraint or psusaion, but of 
our owne free motion put orseleves, or 
subjects Lands & estates, under the Gouermt 
and Jurisdiction of the Massachusetts to be 
gouerned and praticled by them, according to 
their Just Lawes and orders so farre as we 
shall be made capable of understanding them. 
And we do promise for orselves & all or sub-jects & all or postertie to be true & faith-
full to the said Goumt & ayding to maintenance 
therof to or best abilities, and from tyme to 
ty.me to give speedy notice of any conspiracie 
attenpt or evill intention or any wch we shall 
know or heare of against the same & we doe 
promise to be willing from tyme to ty.me to be 
instructed in the knowledge & worship of God. 
In witness whereof we have heerevnto put or 
hands the day and yeare aboue written. 
On the part of the Indians every promise in this 
instrument was faithfully kept and performed. Within twenty 
years from the day of this treaty of submission, Passa-
conaway was reduced to the condition of a pauper. 
Before the close of the year 1644, a number of other 
chiefs submitted to the colonial government and consented 
to receive missionaries among them to teach their children. 
12/ Massachusetts Archives, Vol. 30, p. 3. 
19 _ _._ 
On the 13th of November of that year, an order was passed 
by the General Court, instructing the County Courts, "that 
the Indians residing in the several shires should be 
civilized and instructed in the knowledge and worship of 
God." 
Nothing of missionary importance was accomplished until 
w 1644, when the General Court passed an order requesting "the 
elders of the several churches to consider what should be 
done for the diffusion of Christianity among the Indians." 
Those who responded were Eliot, Cotton, Thatcher, and the 
two Mayhews. It was John Eliot who was concerned with this 
area. 
He was born in Essexshire, England in 1604. He was 
educated at Cambridge and for a term served under Thomas 
Hooker. In 1631 he came to Massachusetts, and settled at 
West Roxbury where he became pastor to the same flock he 
had served in England. He served this group until his 
death in 1690, despite his arduous missionary services. 
Eliot had taken pains to learn the Indian language, 
even before the passage of the order to "diffuse Christi-
Thomas Hutchinson, History of Mass. (Boston: Manning 
& Loring, 1795}, Vol. II, p. 161. 
20. 
anity among the Indians." w Caverly places him among the 
very first to advance the mission of Christianity among 
the Indians and says he was encouraged materially by the 
universities at Oxford and Cambridge, by missionary 
societies in his native England and by our own Colonial 
tovernment. 
In 1646 or 1647, Eliot made his first visit to Lowell 
accompanied by Captain Simon Willard. At that time, Passe-
conaway suspecting him of hostile designs, left the place, 
with his two sons and would not see Eliot. Eliot returned 
in 164S and found here a great meeting of the Indians, many 
of whom were engaged in fishing. Eliot remained here for 
several days preaching and converting. · Passaconaway and 
his sons listened eagerly to his talks. Within a year 
Eliot was invited by the Chief to "come and live among the 
Pawtuckets, and be their teacher," but due to many other 
duties he declined. 
Eventually this became one of Eliot's "Praying-Townsi-!1 
These Praying-Towns were in order of their formation Natick, 
Canton, Littleton, Lowell and Grafton. 
15/ 
-
Robert Boodey Caverly, Life and Labors of John ·Eliot · 
the Apostle, (Lowell: George M. Elliott, Publ., 1881J, 
p. 10. 
Ch.arles H. Lincoln, Editor, Narrative of the Indian 
Wars (1675-1699), \New York: Charles Scribner's Sons, 
1913)' p. 33. 
John Eliot was usually accompanied on his visits to 
the Indians by Daniel Gookin who in 1656, was appointed by 
the General Court "superintendent over all the Indians 
that had submitted to the allegiance of the colony" among 
16/ 
whom were the Indians living in the region of Lowell:- 'lhus 
a sort of Indian Bureau was established. Other than for a 
short period spent in England, he remained as an Indian 
Agent until the dissolution of the government of Massa-
chusetts in 1686. He was zealous, active and benevolent 
in his treatment of the Indians. He appointed civil 
officers, sat as judge holding courts, and issued com-
missions to the Indians. The Apostle Eliot and Judge 
Gookin won the entire confidence of the Indians, being 
about the only white men that came among them who did not 
come to rob them. Gookin's Historical Collection serves 
as an excellent reference of this period. 
In order that the encroachment of white settlers 
might not dispossess the Indians of their lands here, on 
which they had erected wi~vams and had land under culti-
vation, Eliot and Gookin in 1653, procured the passage of 
an act by the General Court, reserving a good part of the 
16/ Massachusetts Historical Collection, Vol. I, p. 228. 
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land on which Lowell now stands, to the exclusive use of 
the Indians. This land then contained two Indian villages, 
Pawtucket, which lay east of Pawtucket Falls, and Wamesi t, 
which lay east of Wamesit or Messick Falls in Belvidere. 
These villages were finally merged into that of Wamesit. 
Here, as in other Indian towns superintended by Eliot 
and Gookin, the work went on promisingly for ten years. 
Trading grew between the whites and Indians and in 1647, 
this trade was regulated by an act of the Legislature. 
Simon Willard and three others paid twenty-five pounds 
sterling for the exclusive right to trade with the Indians 
on the Merrimack River. 
It was about this time that the aged Passaconaway 
went into retirement, transferring his sachemship to his 
son Wannalancet. At a huge banquet given in his honor and 
at which representatives of distant tribes had also as-
1J../ 
sembled, he uttered these words: 
"I am going the way of all the 
earth; I am ready to die, and not 
likely to see you ever met together 
any more. I will now leave this word 
of counsel with you: Take heed how 
you quarrel with the English. Harken 
to the last words of your father and 
friend. The white men are the sons of 
the morning. The Great Spirit is their 
Charles Cowley, History of Lowell, (Lowell: 
E. D. Green, 1856), p. 19 • . 
father. His sun shines bright upon 
them. Never make war upon them. 
Sure as you light the fires, the 
breadth of Heaven will turn the flame 
upon you and destroy you." 
In 1669, Wannalancet and a party of Indians from 
Concord, New Hampshire, fearing an attack from the Mohawks 
came down the Merrimack in canoes and built a fort for 
their protection on a hill in Belvidere which to this day 
bears the name of Fort Hill. They surrounded the fortwith 
palisades. At this, the whites became alarmed and shut 
themselves up in garrison houses. In 1670, Wannalancet 
united with other Indians in an expedition against the 
Mohawks by whom they were decisevely defeated. 
At the beginning of King Philip's War in 1675, the 
white population of the Colony numbered about 55,000 and 
the Indians were about as numerous. The white settlements 
had by now been so far extended that the settlers could 
hardly avoid encroaching on the hunting grounds reserved 
to the Indians, or even prevent their cattle from destroy-
ing Indian cornfields. The white did not extend that 
justice toward the Indians that they sought for themselves 
in the New World. 
Philip prepared himself for the task of wiping out 
the white settlers and he labored to combine all the 
Indians in a coalition against the whites. But the task 
II 
II 
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was hopeless. 
Wannalancet and our local Indians, faithful to the 
counsel of Passaconaway, gave no heed to the requests of 
Philip and, says Eliot, they suffered more than any of his 
Praying-towns. 
On the approach of the hostilities, seeing himself 
placed between two fires, and being determined to remain 
neutral, Wannalancet withdrew with a portion of his people 
to Pennaeook, New Hampshire. The General Court sent 
messages to tell him to return but instead he withdrew 
further · north to the headwaters of the Connecticut. Events 
show that those who remained at Wamesit would have been wise 
to ha.ve gone with Wannalancet. 
In September, 1675, a haystack in Chelmsford belonging 
to Lieutenant James Richardson was burned by some of 
Philip's party. But the inhabitants attributed it to the 
Wamesi ts. A party of troops was sent to march the Indians 
to Boston. About one hundred and forty-five were arrested, 
many of these old and infirm. The General Court decided 
that thirty-three of them being able men, they would be 
kept as prisoners on Deer Island. Some were sold as slaves. 
18/ 
The aged and infirm were told to return to Wamesit. 
Daniel Gookin, History of the Christian Indians, 
Vol. II of the Transactions of the American Society, 
p. 483. 
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A second burning of the Richardson property occured 
and a body of Chelmsford men took the law into their owb 
hands and killed five Indian women and children. The \ 
murderers were subsequently indicted and tried for these 
crimes but were acquited for no jury would convict a w1ite 
man for the murder of an Indian. 
Fearing a continuance of the outrages, the local 
Indian chiefs and all the Christian Indians then remaining 
here, fled into the wilderness on their way to the FreJ ch 
settlements in Canada. \ 
Worn out with wandering up and down the woods in 
search of Wannalancet, they decided to return to Wames~t 
and now the council did much to create a better understand-
ing between the white men and the Indians. They were J ot 
I 
to remain at peace for long for soon they were forced to 
flee in fear of another attack upon them by the CiviliJ ed 
whites. This time they met up with Wannalancet in New I 
Hampshire and many of the tribe died in the cold winter 
that followed. 
I It was during this absence of the tribe that a fort 
lll 
was built at Pawtucket Falls and commanded by Lieutenadt 
I 
James Richardson. This fort was located on one of their 
I 
12/ Massachusetts Archives, Vol. 68, p. 212. 
I 
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great camping grounds and though supposedly placed to hr lp 
the Indians against their enemies, it would be used to I 
drive them out. 
The loss of life on the 
King Philip's War is unknown 
that of the colonists. 
part of the Indians during[ 
but it is far greater thanl 
I Wannalancet and the Wamesit Indians returned from f he 
wilds of the New Hampshire woods only after the return of 
peace. Their final return was accomplished by intrigue I. 
They were suddenly surrounded and taken as prisoners. I JI'hey 
were falsely accused of having borne arms against the 
colonists and many of them were sold as slaves to the Jest 
20/ 
Indies. Others were executed in Boston. 
Wannalancet with the remains of his broken tribe, 
' 
now returned to his abode at Wamesit, but never felt 
reconciled here, for his corn fields were now in the 
possession of white settlers. By orders of the General 
Court, he and his people were placed under the guardiaJ -
ship of Colonel Jonathan Tyng of Dunstable who receive~ 
twenty pounds of sterling per annum for keeping them. The 
Indians were given land on Wickasauke Island. Not lonJ 
afterwards, even this land was removed from them and they 
I 
were left only the right to hunt and fish. 
Cowley, Memories of the Indians and Pioneers of 
Lowell, Mass., p. 20. 
2Z_ 
Wannalaneet continued to be the white man's rriend 
despite all that he and his tribe had surt'ered at the hands 
or the whites. 
At length, Wannalancet received a visit rrom a party 
or the St. Francis tribe or Canada and at their invitation 
he united with them and departed ror Canada. 
A beautifull~end of Wannalancet and his sister 
21/ 
Princess Weetemoo is told by Sara Swan Grirrin. 
Thus we see that the Indian population of Lowell was 
never great. The Indians were not hostile to the white 
settlers. In fact, a friendly relationship was established. 
They were not herdsmen but did plant fields of corn and 
supplied much of their food from nearby rivers. 
They used the rivers as highways and had a wonderrul 
means of transport in their canoes ·. 
These Indians lacked organization or government to 
carry them over a period of time. This is shown in all 
their dealings with ~udge Daniel Gookin. So long as he 
governed them, directed their courts and selected their 
leaders, they maintained a form of organization. 
These Indians were not understood by the whites. 
Their virtues of loyalty and honesty were recognized only 
by a few of the whites, such as ~ohn Eliot and Daniel 
Gookin. The Indian could not understand the Christians' 
21/ Grirfin, Little Stories About Lowell, pp. 19-29. 
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God demanding so many changes in their way of life at the 
same time the Christian was taking his land from him. 
These Indians were a barrier to the establishment of 
white settlements and a series of treaties followed to re-
move the barrier. The Indians recognized the binding 
force of these treaties yet at the same time they did not 
understand them. When Passaconaway or any of the lesser 
chiefs placed the marks of agreement and received the gifts 
and entertainment that preceded their consent' they felt 
bound by them. Not so the white man. The agreements of 
cession continued until the Indian was destitute of land. 
The colonists of the area of Lowell were saved the 
sufferings and dangers encountered by many other settlers 
from the Atlantic to the Pacific. 
29. 
THE WAR OF INDEPENDENCE 
It has often been said that Lowell can claim no share 
in the patriotic efforts that achieved our independence. 
These claimants feel that the proper history of Lowell 
began in 1822, when the first great manufacturing company, 
the Merrimack, was organized and began its operations in 
the village of East Chelmsford. But surely a thriving 
tovm or city does not begin to exist when it gets a new 
name, or when some great event brings it prominently be-
fore the eye. Rather the history of Lowell begins with 
the people who settled its land, whether it be known as 
Chelmsford, Dracut, Tewksbury or Lowell. 
In the year 1763, the inhabitants of this area for 
the most part were descendants of those early pioneers 
whose bravery had led them to cross a mighty ocean in 
search of a new and better life in the New World. As was 
true in most colonies, the people were for several genera-
tions born in America. Few had contact with England. Less 
and less they thought of themselves as British and more and 
more did they came to think of themselves as Americans. 
They were occupied With their own interests, their own 
industries and their own problems. 
o. 
As persistence and determination were required of the 
original settlers in carving a settlement in the wilderness, 
their sons showed this same courage and determination when 
forced to endure severe conditions. They had little fear 
of danger or need of softening luxuries. 
The names of Chelmsford and Dracut men are identified 
with all the New· England engagements against the French y 
from the year 1689 to the successful siege of Quebec. The 
wars with the Indians and French had taught them how to 
fight and instilled in them a feeling of success. At the 
same time, there came a growing feeling of independence of 
Great Britain's help and a mounting confidence in their 
own ability. Though there had been little unity among the 
American colonies, they did at times work together for 
their common defense. Little by little they came to know 
and understand each other and saw the advantage of working 
together. 
The Treaty of Paris in 1763 brought to England vast 
new territories in America and also the need for settling 
up a colonial policy for their control. The huge war 
debts also brought to the English King and his cabinet the 
need for a stricter enforcement of the policy already in 
!f D. Hamilton Hurd, Histo;r of Middlesex County, (Philadelphia: J. w. Le s & Company, 1890), Vol. II, 
P• 253. 
i 
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existence for the management of the thirteen established 
colonies. 
The basic idea of English colonial policy had been to 
keep her subjects in a state of subordination so as to best 
2/ 
serve the interest of the mother country: England believed 
that all matters of defense, finance, manufacturing, local 
aiministration and the passage of all laws should be con-
strued for the best interest of those in England. Simple 
as these objectives seem to have been in the planning, 
they were far from simple when the question arose of 
enforcement. 
England's attempt to hold her colonies in a state of 
subordination, politically as well as commercially, shows 
that she neither recognized nor understood the "rights" of 
2.1 
the colonists. She belittled their protest as the work of 
radicals and agitators and attempted her policy of enforce-
ment which led to the War For Independence. 
The oppressive measures of England became almost 
unbearable. The Stamp Act had passed the Parliament, writs 
of Assistance had been issued, and the people were startled 
Charles M. Andrews, 
Histort' (New Haven: 
Vol. I , p. 368. 
ll Ibid., p. 425. 
The Colonial Period in American-
The Yale University Press, 1936}, 
32. 
by the Boston Massacre and the Boston Port Bill. 
Chelmsford was among the first to take action against 
the Stamp Act. 
Colonel Samson Stoddard, the Representative of 
Chelmsford at the time, asked of the tuwn instructions as 
to how he should act in regard to the Stamp Act. In a 
!:tl 
special town meeting they voted the following: 
ffThis being a time when by reason 
of Several Acts of Parliament, not only 
this Provence, but all the ·English 
Colonies on this continent, are thrown 
into the utmost confusion and perplexity; 
the Stamp Act as we apprehend, not only 
lays an unconstitutional but also an 
insupportable tax upon us, and deprives 
us as we humbly conceive, of these rights 
and privileges to which we are entitled 
as free born subjects of Great Britain 
by the royal charter: Wherefore we think 
it our Duty and Interest, at this Critical 
Conjuncture of our publick affairs. 
• • • • To direct you, Sr, our Represent-
ative, to be so far from countenancing or 
assisting in the execution of the afore-
said Stamp Act; that you use your best 
endeavors that such measures may be taken 
and Remonstrances made to the King and 
Parliament, as may obtain a speedy repeal 
of the aforesaid Act; and a removal of the 
burden upon trade. We also desire you to 
exert your influence to use the public 
monies with frugality and to the promotion 
of the interest of the people at large. 
Ephraim Spalding) 
Aaron Chamberlin)Committee 
Timoth Clarke ) 
Wilkes Allen, The·History of Chelmsford, (Haverhill: 
P.M. Green, 1820), p. 53. 
i/ 
In 1768, The General Court was dissolved and the 
selectmen of Boston proposed to the several towns in the 
eolony for a convention to deliberate and to "obtain re-
dress of their grievances"~ This town was among the 
ninety-eight that sent committees to this meeting at 
§j 
Fanuel Hall on the 22nd of September, 1768. 
On January 11, 1773, a town meeting was called "to 
know the sentiment of the people" relative to certain 
grievances. Ten days later a committee presented the 
following report which was unamimously adopted~ 
"We are fully of the opinion that 
the inhabitants of this Province are justly entitled to all the Privileges 
of Englishmen and to all those Rights 
inseparable from them as members of a 
free community. We are also sensible 
that some of those Rights are at present 
endangered. The only Q.uestion that can 
be made is this--what method is most 
suitable to obtain a Redress? When a · 
community thinks its rights endangered, 
they should always weight consequences, 
and be very cautious lest they run into 
a step, that may be attended with the 
most deplorable results. 
2/ Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. 53. 
Samuel Adams Drake, History of Middlesex County, 
(Boston: Estes & Lauriat, 1880), Vol. I, p. 374. 
1/ Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. 55. 
The colonies had already set up a plan by which they 
could keep each other informed of happenings that 
threatened their liberty. These were known as the 
Committees of Correspondence, and through these, Boston 
appealed for aid. That appeal united the colonies as no 
§./ 
event had done until that time. 
2.1 Chelmsford formed its own Committe or Correspondence 
consisting of the following: 
Jonathan William Austin 
Oliver Baron 
Samuel Perham 
David Spaulding 
Benjamin Walker 
Aa.ron Chamberlain 
Moses Parker 
Samuel Stevens 
Simeon Spaulding 
Immediately after the closing of the port or Boston 
the people of Chelmsford contributed a flock of sheep, 
. lQl 
which was sent as a gift to the suffering in Boston. 
On February 1, 1775, a Committee of Inspection was 
formed whose duty it was to prevent the purchase and sale 
of any goods or wares purchased from Great Britain. The 
dames Truslow Adams, The Epic· of America, (New York: 
Blue Ribbon Books, Inc., 1931), p. 79. 
2} Drake, History of Middlesex County, Vol. I, p. 374. 
10/ Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. 59. 
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town also voted to raise fifty-two men who were to drill 
11/ 
half a day a week and "to receive 8 d., per man, for every 
halt' day over and above what the mili tie. are disciplined". 
These men were to be placed under the command of Captain 
John Ford, a veteran of the French and Indian Wars. 
Captain Ford operated a saw mill near Pa.wtucket Falls. 
Thus their minutemen were organized. By a vote of the 
town, the men on the alarm list were to be equipped and 
12/ 
made ready for active service. More and more they came to 
believe that they must fight and in this fashion was an 
army organized. 
Most of these colonists did not expect to break away 
from Great Britain. They thought that firm resistance to 
the laws they disliked, and perhaps a little fighting 
would bring the British government to its senses. 
Thus did the inhabitants of the terri tory that is now 
Lowell throw their strength and influence strongly upon 
the side of resistance to further attempts to impose upon 
America an unjust treatment. Their disposition to assert 
themselves against what they regarded as British tyranny 
had been stimulated by the correspondence of Samuel Adams, 
11/ Drake, History of Middlesex County, Vol. I-II, p.375. 
12/ Colburn, History of Lowell and Its People, Vol. I, 
p. 79. 
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who was a kinsman or the Chelmsford Adamses. Samuel Adams 
is considered _the most able agitator and propagandist of 
lll 
the Revolution. Very early, he conceived the idea that 
complete and immediate independence was the end to achieve. 
On April 19, 1775 hostilities opened at Lexington and 
Concord. The alarm summons reached Chelmsford at about 
12.1 
7 o'clock on the morning of the 19th. Messengers were 
dispatched over every road to warn militia and minute-men 
of the town. Two Chelmsford companies and two from Dracut 
were speedily mustered in accordance with preparation made 
weeks before. 
The two Chelmsford companies went out commanded by 
Moses Parker and Oliver Baron. They reached Concord in 
16/ 
time to take part in the fight. Among the wounded was 
Aaron Chamberlain, who lived where the Farris Hospital now 
is. The two Dracut companies, who were necessarily delayed 
by the ferry trip a cross the Merrimack River, did not 
participate in the battle but they joined in the pursuit 
12/ Lowell Courier Citizen, January 18, 1926, p.ll, Cl. 
W Adams, The Epic of America, p. 81. 
J:i/ Colburn, 
p. 80. 
History of Lowell and I .ts People, Vol. I, 
16/ Lowell Courier Citizen, January 20, 1926, p. 9, Cl. 
as the British retreated toward Boston. John Ford par-
ticipated in the fight as did Benjamin Pierce, who later 
became famous as the Governor of New Hampshire and the 
father of President Franklin Pierce. 
The men from the farms of the present city of Lowell 
took a prominent part in the Battle ofBunker Hill. The 
daring of John Ford and the bravery of Benjamin Walker, 
Moses Parker and Benjamin Pierce are dramatically related 
11.1 in story. The mortality among the men from the Merrimack 
was considerable at Bunker Hill. 
Everywhere throughout New England the patriotic 
spirit ran high and they swore allegiance to the Conti-
nental Congress, which was now the power of the land. In 
the beginning of the Revolution, the Congress enjoyed its 
greatest authority. Loyalists who scoffed at the Congress 
were summoned before the Committees to answer for their 
opinions and conduct. 
It will be noted that from here on, Colonel Stoddard, 
whose name was so conspicuous in the period immediately 
preceeding the outbreak of hostilities, does not figure in 
the struggle. This was due to the fact that he choose to 
remain loyal to the government of Great Britain. He came 
Sara Swan Griffin, Quaint Bits of Lowell History, 
(Lowell: Butterfield Printing Company, 191JJ, p. 57. 
JS. 
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to be despised throughout the area as did others who shared 
his feelings. His house was assailed with stones and his 
18/ 
property destroyed: Even before the writing of the 
Declaration of Independence, the people of Chelmsford 
anticipated its possibility. In a town meeting of May 13, 
1776, the people voted to support the members of Conti-
ll/ 
nental Congress by the following vote: 
"If it be the pleasure of the 
Honorable Continental Congress to 
declare an independent state with 
respect to Great Britain, this town 
will stand by them to the expense of 
life and property." 
They further voted on October 14, 1776 to give their 
consent to their representative to for.m "such constitution 
of government for this state as they judge most conducive 
~ to the peace, safety and happiness of this state. 
Fo~lowing the Battle of Bunker Hill, it became evident 
that the colonists were in for a long war. The records of 
the towns along the Merrimack give evidence that the people 
were aware of the great importance of the conflict and of 
the many sacrifices to be made by them. T.he towns raised 
18/ Hurd, History of Middlesex County, Vol. II, p. 258. 
!2/ Allen, The History of Chelmsford, p. 65. 
ZQ/ Ibid., p. 65 
'39 
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much money and provided munitions of war. Company after 
company was sent out through the long seven years struggles. I 
As the war dragged on, enlistments became fewer and 
22/ 
extraordinary measures had to be made to keep the town 
quotas filled. Part of the difficulty in obtaining the 
needed enlistments was · due to the fact that after the first 
nine months of 1777, no considerable military action took 
place in this area. The fields had long been neglected 
f.pr. the men had worked only at short intervals when free 
from military operations. 
However, whenever there was exceptional need of 
soldiers as in the campaign to entrap General Burgoyne, 
the hardy men on both sides of Pawtucket Falls did not fail 
to respond. Soldiers from East Chelmsford and West Dracut 
took an active part in the campaign which resulted in the 
surrender of General Burgoyne and his army at Saratoga. 
In accordance with a lag,;slative request, John Ford shut 
down his mill at Pawtucket Falls and set forth with his 
company toward New York State. They were present to wit-
W 
ness the surrender at Saratoga. Forty-three days later 
2:1.1 Drake, History of Mi.ddlesex County, Vol. I, p. 376. 
2.2/ Lowell Courier Citizen, January 22, 1926, p. 11, Cl. 
~/ Hurd, Histor;t of Middlesex Counti, Vol. II, p. 258. 
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they delivered some fifty Hessian prisoners to the barracks 
on Winter & Prospect Hills. 
The Saratoga incident ended the military career of 
John Ford. 
Following the victory at Saratoga, a part of the army 
went into winter quarters at Valley Forge where it encamped 
during the severe winter of 1777-1778. A division of men 
w 
were there under General Varnum of West Dracut. Thus did 
some of the patriotic men of our area suffer in common with 
hundreds of other colonial troops. 
In the dreary yea.rs between Saratoga and Yorktown, 
the difficulty of raising troops was persistent but the 
towns did take their full share of the burden. Records in 
Dracut show that of the total population of 1173, some 423 
men saw service in the Revolution. 
The colonists acknowledged their debt to France and 
other European countries who saw fit to serve w1 th us in 
the cause of liberty. One such individual who came to 
help was Marie Louis Amand Ansart De Marisquelles. He came 
here in 1776 to offer his services. During the war he in-
strueted the colonists in the art of casting cannon. Be-
cause of his association with General Varnum, he chose to 
live in Dracut (near Pawtucket Falls). He became .an 
~/ Hurd, History of Middlesex County, Vol. II, p. 303. 
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American citizen and was known afte~vards as Colonel Ansart. 
Following his death in 1804, he was buried in the old 
cemetery, a mile above the Falls. There you will see the 
SJ./ 
following epitaph: 
Erected 
In memory of 
Col. Louis Ansart 
Who departed this life 
May 22 A.D. 1804 
AE 62 
Colonel Ansart was a native or France; 
he arrived in the country in 1776, and 
by the Authorities of Mass. was immedi-
ately appointed Colonel of Artillery 
and Inspector General or the F@underies 
in which capacity he served uhtil the 
close or the War of the Revolution. 
Thus did a brave people participate in the birth or 
freedom. They have passed on to us a noble heritage and 
inspired countless men and women of Lowell to live and 
die gloriously in the preservation of that freedom. 
l2/ Drake, History of Middlesex County, Vol. I, p. 415. 
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LOWELL'S FIRST IMMIGRANTS 
Few cities in the United States afford a better 
opportunity for the study of immigration than does the 
City of Lowell. Our citizens are largely foreign born or 
of foreign born parentage. The story of' our people goes 
hand in hand with the industrial development of the city 
as is true of our nation also. 
Most immigrants tothis country had common problems to 
solve and enormous hardships to endure. They left a known 
evil for a hoped-for good. They sought the settlements of 
their own countrymen where their language and customs were 
understood. These settlements were known as "foreign 
islands". Most of the immigrants were poor and had to 
accept the least attrac~ive jobs. It is unfortunate, but 
true, that they were often received in an unfriendly way 
by the older Americans, for some people dislike anybody or 
anything which seems strange to them. 
Most immigrants wanted freedom from oppression and 
the chance to get ahead. What was much below the 
accustomed scale for Americans here, to them seemed 
fabulously high. Whatever sufferings they had to bear, 
they did f'ind here, f'or the most part, conditions much 
44. ----=~-=-=-=-=If-=-=--=-= ===-=-=-=-==--=-=-=-=~-=--====--=--=---=--::=o-=--=-=---=----=====---========#===.:_-===="1 
better than what they had left behind. They accepted the 
"home in the slums, with food, freedom and the dream of a 
11 
chance to get ahead. 
In the century between 1815 and 1914, fifty million y 
people set out from Europe· to all parts of the world. The 
greater majority sought a refuge in the New World. 
First in this great tide of migration were the Irish. 
That is not to say that no Irish were here before 1820. 
Indeed individual Irishmen had found homes in America in 
early colonial times and large numbers had supported the 
cause or American Independence. Perhaps as many as 
thirty-eight percent of the Continental Soldiers during 
:J./ 
the American Revolution were Irish or of Irish descent. 
To understand how these foreign people could brave 
the hardships of the steerage and life in a strange land, 
we must first know about the conditions that existed in 
their native land. Ireland was but one of the oppressed 
countries of the world. In 1798, the people of Ireland 
unsuccessfully tried to throw off the control of England. 
1/ 
2:.1 
2.1 
James Truslow Adams, The American, (New York: 
Charles Scribner's Sons, 1930), p. 30. 
Marcus Lee Hansen, The Immigrant in American History, 
(Cambridge: Harvard University Press, 1940), p. 1. 
William Forbes Adams, Ireland and Irish Emigration to 
the New World, (New H~ven: Yale University Press, 
1932), p. 10. 
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Because of this and other rebellions Ireland was punished 
~ by laws known as the Penal Code. 
By them, Irishmen were denied freedom of religion, 
freedom of speech, the right to own land or to participate 
in civic affairs. They were even forbidden to learn to 
read or write. It has been said that the Irish had 
grievances against England that made those of the American 
!il 
colonists seem trivial. 
The records of our city show that the people who 
occupied the land now known as Lowell, were descendants 
of the old Puritans. The first distinct group to join 
them were the Irish and this was not for over one hundred 
fifty years after the first white occupation of the region. 
These newcomers were to endure hardships a.s real as those 
endured by Lowell's earliest settlers. 
The first group of thirty men, led by Hugh Cummiskey, 
6/ 
arrived in Lowell on the morning of April 6, 1822'7 They 
had walked from their homes in Charlestown to meet Kirk 
Boott at the "American House" (Mongeau Building). Since 
!:J:/ 
2.1 
Seumas MacManus, The Store of the Irish ·Race, 
(New York: The Irish Publishing Company,) p. 458 
John c. Miller, Triumph at Freedom (1~75-1783}, (Boston: Little, Brown & Company, 194 }, p. 412. 
Charles Cowley, Foreign Colonies of Lowell, 
(Lowell: Old Residents Historical Assoc.), Vol.II, 
p. 165. 
_45._ 
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records show that Hugh Cummiskey had arrived in America 
in 1817, it is probable that all others in the group were 
recent immigrants. It is not known whether Kirk Boott had 
requested their services or whether they had heard of ex-
pansion going on here. At least, they applied for the 
work of widening and building arteries from the old Paw-
tucket Canal. They started to work on the same day. 
As the news of abundant jobs at East Chelmsford 
spread to the Irish settlements of Boston, many more 
workers followed. In most cases the men came first and 
later were followed by the women and children. The 
arrival of these families was to constitute Lowell's first 
"housing problem". 
The "founding Fathers" believed they had set up pro-
visions for all classes of inhabitants of their newly 
11 
established territory. They believed this to be part of 
their social responsibility. They had organized their 
plan, considering Lowell had four distinct social classes: 
(1) The corporation executives, under Kirk 
Boott, were to be provided substantially 
built houses on the property of the 
Merrimack Company. This would be on land 
between Merrimack Street and the Merrimack 
River. Their houses, for the most part, 
faced Merrimack Street. Most of the stock-
holders lived in Boston. 
John Phillips Coolidge, Mill and Mansion, (New York: 
Columbia University Press, l942), pp. 32-39. 
1\ 
(2) The skilled worker would be given a 
double house or "tenement", that is, 
an apartment arranged in a long block. 
These long rows of houses ran between 
the River and Merrimack Street. Since 
most of the skilled workers were im-
ported from England, the row of houses 
on Prince Street is still known as 
"John Bull's Row". 
(3) The mill hands, mostly sturdy farm girls, 
were provided with rooms in "Corporation 
Houses" where they lived under the strict 
supervision of the women in charge. 
(4) Those settlers who already lived there 
maintained homes south of Merrimack Street. 
No provisions had been made for the Irish day laborers 
who were to come in increasing numbers. All were poor and 
lacked funds to purchase any land. The Locks and Canals 
were already in possession of all the avai·lable land in 
the present down town area of the city. The Locks and 
Canals Company choose to leave the lands undeveloped until 
the establishment of the Prescott Mill in 1844. All avail-
able mill sites having been allocated, they sold out their 
8/ 
remaining land claims7 
In their destitution, the Irish had to content them-
selves with crude habitations to shelter them from the 
rain and snow. They pitched their tents in a sect ion then 
called "New Dublin" but later called the "Acre". This is 
~/ Hannah Josephson, The Golden T.hreadsJ (New York: 
Duell, Sloan and Pearce, 1949), p. 2lo. 
_J±]_. -
due to the fact that the original Irish "squatters" 
occupied an acre of land. It is strange to us to learn 
that in 1828 a large woods extended from the American 
:ZI House to the settlement at Pawtucket Falls. 
In Niles' Register of Baltimore for August 27, 1831, 
r there was copied from the Portsmouth , New Hampshire Journal, 
another newspaper of that period, a description account of 
"New Dublin". This is how the first settlement looked to 
l!ll 
the long established Yankee settlers. 
"In the suburbs of Lowell, within a 
few rods of the canals, is a settlement, 
called by some, NEW DUBLIN, which occupies 
rather more than an acre of ground. It 
contains a population of not far from 500 
Irish, who dwell in about 100 cabins, 
from 7 to 10 feet in height, built of 
slabs and rough boards; a fire-place made 
of stone, in one end, topped with two or 
three flour barrels or lime casks. In a 
central situation, is the school house, 
built in the same style of the dwelling-
houses, turfed up to the eaves with a 
window in one end, and small holes in two 
sides tor the admission of air and light. 
In this room are collected together per-
haps 150 children." -----
(Portsmouth, N. H. "Journal.") 
Thus was established the first "foreign" settlement 
in Lowell out of whose pioneer cabins in later years came 
mayors, judges, lawyers, clergymen, teachers and prosperous 
Frederick w. Colburn, History of Lowell and Its People, 
(New York: Lewis Historical Publ. Company, 1920), 
Vol. I, p. 170. 
George F. O'Dwyer, Irish Catholic · Genesis of Lowell, 
(Lowell: Sullivan Brothers, 1920), p. 8. 
48. 
traders. 
This '~ew Dublin" had been known among older settlers 
1!/ . 
as the "Frye" land. In the early part of the 19th Century, 
the land had been owned by Samuel and Polly Frye of Dan-
ville, Vermont. On the lOth of June 1823, the property 
was sold at public auction to Luther Richardson of Waltham. 
The lands changed hands often and finally in October 1833, 
12/ 
one Henry Flagg sued Samuel Mann. The Irish thus became 
involved because they had leased the land and a few had 
even made purchases of the disputed property. 
The case was finally brought before the United States 
Supreme Court in Boston at which the tangle of proprietors 
and litigants were ironed out. In this trial, the area 
became known as the "Paddy Camp Lands".and in the books is 
known by that name to this day. 
The Irish did not have an easy time after they arrived 
in Lowell. They had arrived in hunger and want·, and 
necessarily took the most menial of jobs. The men were 
engaged in the building of canals, mill additions and 
corporation houses. For a twelve hour day they received 
fifty cents. The women were employed as domestic servants 
ll/ 
12/ 
-
Colburn, 
p. 171. 
O'Dwyer, 
History of Lowell and Its People, Vol. I, 
Irish Catholic Genesis of Lowell, p. 50. 
49. 
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for seventy-five cents a week. If a woman was employed as 
a seamstress, she received less. The Irish girl did not 
begin to work in the mills until the great decline in 
wages in the 1840's. She replaced the Yankee mill opera-
tive when the Yankee could no longer earn a living wage in 
our factories. Thus the foreigner took the low paid manual 
jobs working for other men, which the Americans had de-
clined. The contempt for the foreigner began to be trans-
ferred to the work he did. Americans began to establish 
the tradition that the work, as well as the foreigner 
1!±1 doing it, was beneath him. 
Like all immigrants, the Irish had problems peculiar 
to their own group. They had crossed an ocean and endured 
innumerable hardships to gain freedom of religion, yet 
they were without a priest to give them spiritual comfort. 
The schools in operation in the city were not what they 
desired for the religious instruction of their children. 
In the summer of 1822, they had been visisted by 
Reverend Patrick Brynne, an Irish missionary priest, who 
was traveling about New England visiting "Irish towns". 
111 Coolidge, Mill and Mansion, p. 129. 
James Truslow Adams, The Epic of America, (New York: 
Blue Ribbon Books, Inc., 1931), p. 180. 
50 • 
Mass was celebrated here for the first time in a block in 
12.1 
Tilden Street. From that time on different clergymen 
visited them as often as possible but it was · not until the 
latter part of 1827 that they had regular monthly services. 
Father John Mahoney crume regularly from Salem and services 
were held in the Merrimack Company's school house which 
16/ 
occupied the site of the present Green School. In 1830, 
through the interest of' Kirk Boott, the Locks and Canals 
deeded land "for religious purposes" to Bishop Fenwick or 
];1/ 
Boston. Immediately the men donated their time and talents 
to the erection of the church, still known as St. Patrick's. 
In Bishop Fenwick's diary is recorded the generosity and 
kindness of Kirk Boott to the early Irish immigrants. 
Because of the poverty of the laborers, it was 
impossible to maintain the church school started in 1828. 
By vote of the school committee of the Town of Lowell, a 
separate school for the benefit of the Irish population 
12.1 
12.1 
111 
D. Hamilton Hurd, HistoWf of Middlesex County, 
(Philadelphia: J. W. Le s & Company, 1890), p. 150. 
Colburn, 
p. 171. 
O'Dwyer, 
History of Lowell and Its People, Vol. I, 
Irish Catholic Genesis of Lowell, p. 12. 
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18/ 
was established7and the sum of $50.00 was set up for its 
maintenance. Finally, the school committee and the clergy-
man entered into an arrangement whereby the town supported 
these Irish schools in part. This arrangement was in force 
until 1848, when the system was abolished. From then on, 
the school system has been public as supported by taxes or 
parochial as supported from church funds. 
During this period, Hugh Cummiskey remained a leader 
in the Irish settlement. Very early the process of 
Americanization took place. He urged the reading of 
American books and newspapers, that they might gain a 
general knowledge of our government and democracy. He 
urged them to take an active interest in American affairs 
such as elections, community projects and educational 
matters. The recor-ds of city government show that as early 
as 1833 he was an elected official of the Town of Lowel¥.-/ 
He set the example for his fellow countrymen in all re-
20/ 
ligious and civic matters until his death in 1871. 
New Dublin was firmly established by 1850, but by 
:5J..I 
some reports no improvement was to be noted in the general 
18/ 
-
121 
3:9.1 
21/ 
Hurd, History of Middlesex County, Vol. I, p. 151. 
O'Dwyer, Irish Catholic Genesis of Lowell, p. 55. 
Lowell Courier Citizen, December 14, 1871, p. 2. 
Coolidge, Mill and Mansion, p. 40. (Quotation from 
Curtis, J'osiah "Public Hygiene of Mass., Published in 
Transactions of the American Medical Assoc., 
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living conditions. This is understandable because the 
peak of Irish immigration came in 1850 after the potato 
crop had failed in Ireland for three successive years. 
These new settlers naturally went to the "Acre" and added 
22/ 
to the congestion. At that time also, ninety-five percent 
of the mill operatives were Irish and new and drastic wage 
cuts were announced in 1848. In truth, the Irish quarter 
was by no means the only crowded part of Lowell for it was 
the custom in the 1830's and 1840's in the newly-established 
corporation houses to have one ordinary sized room shared 
2:.11 by six girls. 
A second Irish settlement grew up on "Chapel Hill" 
to form the section later known as the "South End". This 
section houses the birthplace of William Cardinal O'Connell, 
late Archbishop of Boston. His father had come to America 
to work on the erection of the Erie Canal where he labored 
before finding employment in Lowell. The Cardinal's story 
Jd±/ 
tells of life in an Irish home. 
"Our home taught us to fit ourselves 
to bear the burdens of life courageously-
it was an atmosphere of healthy happiness. 
~osephson, The Golden Threads, p. 294. 
Ibid., p. 217. 
William Cardinal O'Connell, Recollections of 
Seventy Years, (Boston: Houghton Mifflin Company, 
1934), p. 41. 
1._ ---
There was plenty of music, dancing and 
story telling and piety without 
affectation." 
True it was that the surroundings were poor but about 
them the majority kept a decency that is inspiring. The 
illiterate settler reared his family and by extreme fru-
gality and self-denial he sought a better life for his 
children. Gladly they accepted the hardships in purchase 
of personal and political freedom. 
The Irish were thus the · first immigrants to make a 
settlement here. As early as 1845, John Greenleaf Whittier 
noted the cosmopolitan atmosphere of the city and recorded 
£:1/ 
it in many stories written while a resident of Lowell. At 
present, with a population of over one hundred thousand 
Lowell numbers at least forty different nationalities. 
The coming of the English, Welsh and Scotch to Lowell 
was really hand in hand with the development of our early 
textile industry. The French-Canadian immigration on a 
large scale began in 1865 and today French-Canadians form 
a large and influencial part of our population. The Greeks 
came in the late 1880's and have at present the largest 
Greek colony, in proportion to the population of any city 
in the United States. In the early 1900's the Swedes, 
John Greenleaf 'Whittier, The Stranger in Le>well, 
(Boston: Waite, Pierce & Company, 1845). · 
214._. 
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Portugese, Italians, Polish, Lithuanians and Armenians 
came in large numbers. Each settlement is a story in it-
self. 
The contributions of these people to our city can 
never be measured. They have helped to enrich American 
life by their Old World heritage. Without their labor, 
the city could not have expanded as rapidly as it did. 
They also brought their music, stories, religious 
zeal, ways of living and manner of thinking to their new 
homes. These new ideas and habits have mixed with those 
of the older citizens to give us the American way of life. 
They have proven that people of all different back-
grounds and of many religious faiths can live together in 
peace and good will. In our own melting pot we have become 
one nationality- Americans. 
========~===================-----=-=-==-=====================================~=========1 
LOWELL'S INLAND WATERS 
From the earliest days of colonization, rivers played 
an important part in the settlement of this country. T.he 
point of union of two great rivers, such as the Concord 
and the Merrimack Rivers, was of special advantage. It 
proved favorable for the successful establishment of 
Lowell's great artificial system of water power. The 
history of the establishment of this waterpower system is 
the history of Lowell told in another way. 
Although Lowell is only four miles long, the Merrimack 
River winds a course for five and a half miles within the 
11 
city's limits and has an average width of six hundred feet. 
The Concord River flows through two and a quarter 
miles of Lowell's terri tory and enters the Merrimack River 
near the Lowell Memorial Auditorium. 
The average width of the Concord in this area is two 
:6.1 hundred feet. 
River Meadow Brook is two and a quarter miles long 
ll 
and flows into the Concord River. 
!/ 
J) 
11 
James Bayles, The American Venice, (Lowell: Old 
Residents' Historical Assoc.l, Vol. IV, p. 182. 
Lowell Digest, Lowell Board of Trade, 1916, p. 68. 
Lowell and Vicinity of Today, Lowell Daily Citizen, 
Lowell, Mass., 1893, p. 12. 
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The skill of the engineers and the toil of the 
laborers have added 36,987 feet of artificial waterways 
w 
to make a total of over sixteen miles of waterways within 
the city limits. These rivers and canals thus cut Lowell 
2.1 into a series of islands. A list of our canals is as 
follows, the first six being largest and most important: 
Pawtucket 
Western 
Northern 
Merrimack 
Eastern 
Wamesit 
Hamilton 
Moody Street Feeder 
Boott Penstock 
Tremont 
The first 
y 
artificial waterway was completed in 1796. 
This area was at that time the center of an active business 
in wood and lumber. Lumber was floated down the Merrimack 
to Newburyport where it commanded a good price. Because 
of the descent of the river at Pawtucket Falls, the violent 
current and the rocky channel, there was great difficulty 
at this point. The lumber men sought some remedy and the 
idea of a canal above the Pawtucket Falls, across East 
Chelmsford to the Concord River was suggested. 
lt.l Yearbook of the Lowell Board of Trade, Report of Years 1911 - 1912, Lowell Board of Trade, p. 51. 
2/ Bayles, The American Venice, p. 183. 
Charles Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, 
(Lowell: Lee and Shepard, 1868), p. 25. 
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In 1792, Dudley A. Tyng, William Coombs and others 
were incorporated as "The Proprietors of the Loc.lre and 
11 Canals on the Merrimack River." The charter was sweeping 
in its privileges and gave the organizers license to build 
~I 
canals and locks on the river from "Tyngsboro to the sea". 
It also granted the levying o~ certain tolls and fixed 
charges. The contract was given to Joseph Tyng on March 11, 
17~5. They at once proceeded with the undertaking and a 
canal one and a half miles long was made. The level of the 
water in the lower end of the canal (the rear of the Rex) 
was thirty-two feet lower than the level of the water at 
the upper end. This was accomplished by tour sets of locks, 
:Z.l known as the Guard, the Mink, the Swamp and the Lower Locks. I 
At its opening on October 1, 1796, there were many notables 
drawn here to examine "the first work of its kind in the 
10/ 
United States"":' 
11 Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, p. 25. 
Lowell Sunday Telegram, July 23, 1922, p.ll, Cl. 
Bayles, The American Venice, p. 186. 
Edwin P. Conklin, Middlesex County and Its People, 
(New York: Lewis Historical Publ. Company, 1927}, 
Vol. I, p. 258 .. 
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The promoters seemed to be rewarded by the under~ 
taking and dividends were declared. The success was short 
lived however, for in 1804, the Middlesex Canal was opened. 
Boston was considered a better market than Newburyport and 
the boats and rafts turned off at Chelmsford. The Paw-
tucket thus declined in value as a means of transportation. 
The Middlesex Canal was the plan of James Sullivan. 
With others he had been granted a charter on June 22, 1793, 
11/ 
under the name of "Proprietors of the Middlesex Canal". 
The canal began one mile above Pawtucket Falls and followed 
a route to Charlestown very similar to our present day 
railroad route to Boston. The science of engineering was 
then in its infancy and there was great difficulty in 
getting a competent engineer to make the survey. Samuel 
Weston, an Englishman, was finally obtained. Colonel 
Loamni Baldwin was placed in charge of construction. Since 
laborers were scarce also, it was necessary to pay workers 
12/ 
"ten dollars a month and board":-
In those days it was thought that the forests of New 
Hampshire were inexhaustible and that the country could be 
supplied by that state alone with all the timber it re~ 
quired. This canal when completed in 1804 was thirty-one 
!!/ Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, p. 26. 
~/ Lowell Sunday Telegram, March 5, 1922, p. 15, Cl. 
Ul 
miles long, twenty-four feet wide, and four feet deep. It 
marked the beginning of the settlers' quest for a cheaper 
mode of transportation. Cowley says that "this canal was 
the first in the United States that was opened for trans-
ill portation of passengers and merchandise". At least it 
brought this area to the mind of industrialist elsewhere,' 
who were concerned with similar problems. As it had caused 
the decline in the Pawtucket Canal, so tro was it to be 
gradually eliminated by the successful operation of the 
new steam railroad. The use of the Middlesex Canal as a 
12.1 
means of transportation was abandoned altogether in 1853. 
The War of 1812 had disrupted much of the commercial 
enterprise of New England and these commercial men sought 
other means of investing their capital. There was at the 
time a gradual transition from handicraft to manufacturing 
but it was on a very smell scale. A numbert,of Boston 
industrialists were interested in the manufacturing 
development taking place in England, but the introduction 
of the power loom here depended upon water power. 
These men, after detailed study and planning, made 
their initial attempt in Waltham on the Charles River. 
121 Lowell Sunday Telegram, May 11, 1919, p. 6, C4. 
1!J Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, p. 26. 
Conklin, 
p. 258. 
Middlesex County and Its People, Vol. I, 
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Such large scale production as they planned under Francis 
Cabot Lowell demanded a greater fall of water than could 
be had at Waltham. This requirement of water power 
practically necessitated that industry create a new town 
for itself. 
It is said that Ezra Worthern of Amesbury first in-
formed the Boston capitalists that they should consider the 
16/ 
water powers of the Pawtucket Falls. After due investi-
gation, they purchased the property and franchise of the 
proprietors ofthe Locks and Canals. In addition, they 
purchased all land enclosed by the two rivers so as to 
make use of their water rights. This concern, now known 
as the Merrimack Manufacturing Company, knew the posssi-
bility of a tremendous water power development but they 
went about the task of laying a future industrial enter-
prise with great care and planning. 
It is possible that the officials of the Merrimack 
Manufacturing Company were much influenced by a canal which 
had been constructed and in operation in 1821 on the 
17/ 
Concord: Oliver Whipple, a powder manufacturer, saw the 
possibility of developing power to be used by the several 
small establishments then on the Concord. He constructed 
Frederick W. Colburn, History of Lowell and Its People 
(New York: Lewis Historical Publ. CompanyJ, Vol. I, 
p. 153. 
Ibid., Vol. I, p. 154. 
61. 
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I 
a cana.l from the head of the rapids W:lich ran nearly 
parallel with the river "to the foot of the falls, then 
taking a westerly course and discharging its water after 
using, into River Meadow Broo~(now known as Hale's 
Brookt). This is understood to be one of the first of its 
kind in the country. His partners were so skeptical of 
the enterprise, that they insisted on consulting the 
eminent engineer, Colonel Loammi Baldwin, who declared the 
plan practical. It was enlarged in 1846. The Wamesit 
Power Company purchased it in 1865 for $150,000. and it 
1!11 
has since been called the Wamesit Canal. 
Following the incorporation of the Merrimack Manu-
facturing Company on February 5, 1822~ they elected Warren 
Dutton as President. The men who held the six hundred 
shares of stock were Kirk Boott, Nathan Appleton, Patrick 
20/ 
Tracy Jackson and Paul Moody. The names of these men are 
perpetuated in our streets. 
The first undertaking was the building of a dam across 
the Merrimack at Pawtucket Falls and the reconstruction of 
the Pawtucket Canal. The reconstruction was necessary so 
as to quadruple the capacity of power. The old locks were 
18/ 
-
Colburn, History of Lowell and Its People, Vol. I, 
p. 154. 
Bayles, The American Venice, p. 190. 
11 gQ/ William E. Worthern, Life and Works of James B. Francis 
_____ L ______ ~Lowel~ : Old Residents' Historical_Assoc.)Vol.V, p. 227. 
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moved and the new system required three sets of locks in 
place of four. They were placed at Broadway (opposite 
Wilson Coal Company), at the Swamp Locks and at the Lower 
21/ 
End. Five hundred men were employed in digging and blast-
ing and six thousand pounds of powder were used in the 
project. The new measurements of the canal were sixty 
22/ 
feet in width and eight feet in depth: The cost was 
$120,000. and more than a year was required to complete 
the work. 
The SWamp Locks are located in the basin on Dutton 
Street (opposite the Giant Store}. This basin was utilized 
to a large extent in the e sta.blishment of our canal system. 
Along with the widening of the Pawtucket Canal, it 
was necessary to build the Merrimack Canal, the first for 
manufacturing purposes. This canal begins at the Swamp 
Locks, extends under the Y. M. C. A. Building and proceeds 
along Lucy Larcom Park to the Merrimack River. From the 
Swamp Locks to Merrimack Street it was necessary to cut 
through solid rock. This canal was fed by the Pawtucket 
Canal and was sufficient for the required power of the 
z:J.I 
Merrimack Mills. 
Lowell .Digest, 
p. 65. 
Lowell Board of Trade, Lowell, 1916, 
Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, p. 44. 
E. w. Thomas, The History of Cotton Manufacturing in 
Lowell, Compiled by Trades and Labor Council, Lowell, 
1900 • 174. 
The greatest problem involved in this first year in 
the construction of canals, dams, mill and boarding houses 
was the organization of man power to get the work done. 
It was but the beginning of a great system for harnessing 
the Merrimack that helped establish the first city built 
expressly as a manufacturing city in the New World. 
After two years, it was deemed advisable to divide 
the affairs of the Merrimack Manufacturing Company. It 
was determined to place the control of the water supply, 
real estate and manufacturing of machinery into the hands 
of an independent company. The old Locks and Canal charter 
was amended to enable it to transact the business desired. 
This was done on February 28, 1825 under a special act of 
JJ±I 
the Legislature permitting it. This reorganization made 
w 
them a separate corporation dealing chiefly in waterpower. 
The growth of the present city began at that time. The 
great power available attracted mill men from all parts of 
the world. 
The new Looks and Canals Company's first customer for 
water power was the Hamilton Corporation, a cottom manu-
D. Hamilton Hurd, Historf of Middlesex County, (Philadelphia: J. w. Lews & Company, li!90), Vol. II, 
p. 14. 
Henry Adolphus Miles, Lowell As It Was and As · It Is, 
(Lowell: Powers and Bagley, 1846}, p. 31 
64. 
facturing company incorporated in 1825. The mills were 
erected on the land lying enclosed by Central, Middlesex 
and Jackson Streets. A short canal, one third mile in 
length, had to be made from the Swamp Locks of .the Paw-
tucket, down Jackson Street where it turns and empties 
into the lower basin of the Pawtucket. All mills later 
established in this area were served by this canal. 
The vast increase in mill establishments required 
the building of a new canal called the Western. It is 
more familiarly known as the Suffolk Canal because it 
occupies one side of Suffolk Street. It was built in 
26/ 
1831 and 1832 at a cost of $70,000. Instead of using the 
whole fall of thirty-two feet, it was proposed to divide 
it into oo falls of sixteen feet each. It was originally 
fed by the Pawtucket Canal at the SWamp Locks. When com-
pleted in 1832 the Tremont, Suffolk and Lawrence Mills 
established their factories and boarding houses. It is 
said that when Deacon Rand took the contract for the con-
struction of this canal, he cut through woods on the back 
?ilrl 
of houses on Market Street and laid wooden "stringers 
with a strap rail from the canal to the present Newmarket 
Miles, Lowell As It Was And As It Is, p. 37. 
Worthern, Life and Works of James B. Francis, Vol. V, 
p. 228. 
65. 
Mills. This was a crude form of railroad :for carrying 
the excavations. With the excavations of the canal he 
filled the low ground around the Swamp Locks. 
Still another canal was dug in 1835, at an expense 
2§./ 
of $35,000. This was the Boott Canal or later the Eastern 
Canal. It was :fed by the Pawtucket to supply the Boott 
and those mills that occupied the buildings once standing 
where the Rex, the Postof:fice and Brockleman's now stand. 
By 1840 all the available mill sites as originally 
laid out were occupied and the capacity of the canals was 
outgrown. There was however, sufficient capital and it 
seemed advisable to undertake some improvements in the 
Locks and Canals system. 
The great expansion program undertaken at this time 
is due to the genius and foresight of James B. Francis. 
In 1845 he became agent of the Locks and Canals and served 
in this capacity until 1885. 
He had come from England at the age of eighteen and 
went to work under Major George W. Whistler in the survey 
of the New York, Providence and Boston Railroad. When 
Major Whistler came to Lowell to take over the duties of 
chief engineer of the Locks and Canals Company young 
Jfi./ 
Francis came as a draughtsman. 
28/ Miles, Lowell As It Was And As It Is, p. 38. 
~ Hurd, History of Middlesex County, Vol. II, p. 14. 
66. 
---- ==II=~== 
During his long period of service he had the manage-
ment of all the water-power in Lowell, demanding the im-
portant and delicate work of making an equitable dis-
tribution of this power among the various manufactories. 
This work required many original hydraulic experiments on 
a scale that had never before been attempted. In 1874, he 
was honored with the presidency of the American Society of 
1]./ 
Engineers. 
When in 1845, the Proprietors of the Locks and Canals 
saw the need of augmenting the water supply, Mr. Francis 
suggested the Northern Canal. His proposal was accepted 
and the project got under way in 1847. This canal took 
eighteen months and employed from seven hundred to one 
thousand men. The canal was constructed by the combined 
:w 
companies at a cost of $500,000. 
It extends across the river and along the right bank 
to "High Bridge" (Pawtucket Street}, runs parallel with 
the river through a solid wall of rock, flows between 
Cheever and Ford Streets to the Suffolk Canal. Here it 
feeds the Suffolk or Western Canal and supplies additional 
power to the Tremont and Suffolk Mills. The massive 
Illustrated History of Lowell, Compiled by the 
Courier Citizen Company, Lowell 1897, p. 164. 
111 Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, p. 136. 
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parapet of masonry holds the waters of the canal fifty 
feet above the river bed. The length is nearly a mile, 
. w 
its width one hundred feet and its depth eighteen feet. 
In conjunction with the building of the Northern Canal, 
a feeder proposition was suggested for the purpose of send-
ing more water into the Merrimack Canal which was an off-
shoot of the Pawtucket. 
w Three feeder plans were considered: 
(1) From the Western Canal to the 
Merrimack under Broadway. 
(2) From the Northern Canal to swing 
under the Merrimack Yard. 
( 3) From the Merrimack Canal follm!Jing 
the course of Moody Street from 
Suffolk to Dutton Streets. This 
was the plan approved. 
This feeder has three raceways or tunnels each having 
an · area of about ninety square feet. The tunnel construc-
tion is brick and stone and when first built the floor and 
sides were rough. The feeder empties into the Merrimack 
Canal under the gatehouse across from the Y. M. C. A. If 
you should stop at the bridge and look downstream toward 
Lucy Larcom Parkway you will notice a swirling and churning 
1a1 Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, p. 137. 
l2f Lowell ~' July 21, 1928, p. 2, C3. 
of water just below the bridge. That is caused by the 
rushing of water from the feeder. 
Gates in that quaint structure control the flow of 
water through each of the tunnels. 
2);;/ 
In 1897, Hiram Mills, then engineer of the Locks and 
Canals Company, made plans for smoothing up the interior 
of the three tunnels and gangs of workmen went into the 
tunnels to lay plank floors and plaster the walls. This 
was said to reduce friction and allow the feeder to carry 
substantially more water. 
"Francis Folly" was constructed following the Northern 
Canal. This is its story as told by William E. Worther~~/ 
"In the construction of the Northern Canal, 
Mr. Francis made a thorough study of the flow of 
the Merrimack River, especially of the heights of 
water at the times of freshets. He found that in 
1785, there was a freshet largely in excess of 
that of 1831 which he witnessed. He realized 
that if such flood waters should occur again it 
would sweep out the locks at the guard gates in 
the Pawtucket. He designed a "portcullis" gate 
to cut off the water in case of recurrence of 
flood waters. He constructed a dike from the 
guard gates to the westerly bank in which an 
opening had to be left for the locks. 
Above this opening and in the walls of the 
locks he constructed guides; at a height that 
would not interfere with navigation, he hung a 
solid lumber gate suspended by an iro~ strap. 
Lowell ~' dUly 21, 1928, P• 2, C). 
Worth ern, Life and Works of dames B. Francis, Vol. V, 
P• 236. 
6..2_. 
This was completed in 1850. In 1853, April 22nd 
at 3 A. M. the water had reached the height o~ 
13! feet above the top of the dam, and the water 
began to find its way around the heel posts of the 
gates of ·the upper lock. Preparation was at once 
made to cut the strap holding the gate and with-
in one half hour it was freed and the gate slipped 
down~ the dam was complete and the water shut off. 
The city was saved destruction." 
Evidently the people appreciated the foresight of 
Mr. Francis, but the dam still bore the name of "Francis 
Folly". From 1852 it remained suspended by a large hook 
. JQ/ . 
until March 19, 1930 when the city was again threatened by 
a flood. Workers of the Locks and Canals climbed to the 
roof of the gate shed, sawed through the iron hook and once 
again "Francis Folly" placed its stout bulk between Lowell 
and disaster. 
The river is no longer depended upon to the extent 
that it once was as a source of power, for steam augments 
the water power. The canal system was the outcome of a 
geographic advantage and has played an important part in 
the development of Lowell's great industry. 
2£/ Lowell Sun, March 21, 1936, p. 1, Cl. 
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THE COMING OF THE RAILROAD 
The story of civilization's progress is closely 
related to the development of transportation. Since the 
early Egyptians affixed wheels to the sledge to lighten 
their burdens, man has constantly used his imagination and 
increasing scientific knowledge to become the conqueror of 
time and space. 
Transportation has been called "the key to American 
progress". Our earliest colonists recognized their de-
pendence upon transportation. They strove constantly for 
new facilities that would lower costs and provide greater 
speed. It seemed as though they had achieved the desired 
means in that period of canal building in the early part 
of the 19th Century. 
Such a canal had been constructed from Chelmsford to 
Boston. It went into use in 1804 end was known as the 
1/ 
Middlesex Canal: This was the first canal in the United 
States opened for the transportation of passengers and y 
merchandise. 
1/ 
-
Frank A. Hill Lowell, Mass., Description and Topo~raphy, {Lowell: Huse Goodwin & Company, 1884}, 
p. 6 • 
£/ Charles Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, 1 
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The first produce of the new and thriving mills of 
this area was carried to Boston by means of this canal. 
For a time this seemed satisfactory, despite the fact that 
for several months each winter the canal was frozen over. 
As the manufactured products increased however, these 
enterprising mill owners sought a faster means of trans-
port. 
The man most actively interested in obtaining a new 
11 
means of travel was Patrick Tracy Jackson. He had for.mu-
lated a plan of building a railroad to Boston. His plan 
was t o have cars drawn by horses such as he had seen near 
the coal mines in England. He succeeded in convincing 
others :bf the possibility and they organized to put the 
plan into operation. The line for a macadamized road was 
surveyed. It followed largely along the route of the 
Middlesex Canal. 
This was in the year 1830 which was a most important 
one in railroad history. Robert Stephenson had success-
fully built the first steam locomotive, "The Rocket". 
This news was enthusiastically received by Jackson who 
recognized the possibilities of a steam railroad. 
Illustrated History of Lowell, Compiled by the Courier 
Citizen Company, Lowell, Mass., 1897, p. 414. 
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In 1829, a petition had been presented to the Legis-
lature to incorporate a railroad between Boston and Lowel~: 
It was natural that such a proposal would meet with active 
resistance by those whose interests were invested in the 
Middl esex Canal and the various stage lines operating from 
Lowel l. At this time the stage coach business which trans-
ported freight and supplies was a business of considerable 
size. It was ready to offer opposition to a proposed rail-
if 
road. According to the report of a prominent citizen, 
there were forty to fifty stages arriving and departing 
daily from Lowell. The company employed from two hundred 
fifty to three hundred horses and of these one hundred 
fifty were in service between Lowell and Boston. Freight 
by stage was from $2.50 to $4.00 per ton and passenger 
service to Boston was $1.2~ 
The canal and stage lines interests united to prevent 
the granting of a railroad charter. The following is a 
portion of their protest as presented to the General Court 
Frederick W. Colburn, History of Lowell and Its People, 
(New York: Lewis Historical Publ. Company, 1920), 
Vol. I, p. 212. 
J~es B. Francis, 
May 7, 1874. 
Lowell Historical Society Report, 
J. B. French, Early Recollections of an Old Resident; 
Old Residents' Historical Association, Lowell, Vol. I, 
p. 257. 
·--
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11 
to defend their own business interests: 
11 
"It is believed that no safer or 
oheaper mode of conveyance can ever be 
established (than the canal), nor any 
so well adapted for conveying ·heavy and 
bulky articles. To establish, therefore, 
a substitute for the canal along side of 
it, and for the whole distance, and in 
many placed within a few rods of it, and 
to do what the canal was made to do, seems · 
to be a measure not called by any exigency, 
nor one which the legislature can permit, 
without implicitly declaring, that all 
investments of money in public enterprises 
must be subjected to the will of any appli-
oants, who think that they may justly bene-
fit themselves, and that they may do it 
without regard to older enterprises which 
have a claim to protection from public 
authority. With regard to transportation 
of tonnage goods, the means exist for all 
but the winter months, as effe.ctually as 
any that can be provided. There is a 
supposed source of revenue to a railroad 
from carrying passengers. As to this, the 
remonstrants venture no opinions, except to 
say, that passengers are now carried at all 
hours, as rapidly and safely, as they are 
anywhere else in the world; and if the usual 
time consumed in passing from one place to 
another be three hours, there seems not to · 
be any exigency to make that space of time, 
half what it is now as to justify the es- · 
tablishment of a railroad for that purpose, 
merely, if the establishment would, as it 
is thought it must, draw after it, eventually 
all other transportation -----ft 
George Frederick Kenngott, The Record of a City, A 
Social Survey of Lowell, ·Mass., (New York: The 
Macmillan Company, 1912 , p. 21. 
(Remonstrances of the Proprietors of the Middlesex 
Canal again3t the granting of a Charter to build a 
Railroad from Lowell to Bos t on, February 21, 1830.) 
These remonstrances had some support in the Legis-
8/ 
lature for Representative Cogswell of Ipswich said, "Rail-
ways, Mr. Speaker, may do well enough in the old countries, 
but will never be the thing for so young a country as 
this." 
The railroad promoters were represented by Daniel 
21 
Webster. ~argely through his influence and oratorical 
ability, the petition was accepted. On June 5, 1830, the 
General Court authorized the construction of the railroad. 
The project was derided as radical and visionary, yet 
Patrick Tracy Jackson succeeded in obtaining investors to 
sponsor the endeavor. The original assessment was $400,000. 
but $600,000. was raised. Before the completion of the 
project, $1,800,000. had been expended, that is, approxi-
10/ 
mately $60,000. a mile. 
The construction of the road bed was a much bigger 
undertaking and achievement than it would be at the 
present time. The grading was all done by ox-teams and 
hand labor. Hand drills and common powder were used for 
blasting. This gigantic achievement can best be realized 
when you look at the "Cut" made at our present depot. The 
Kenngott, The Record of a City, A Social Survey of 
Lowell, Mass., p. 22. 
Herbert c. Taft, The Origin of Our Railroads, 
Lowell Historical Society, Vol. I, p. 401. 
1Q/ Lowell Courier Citizen, May 30, 1911, p. 53. 
75. 
entire road bed was completed, including all bridges and 
culverts, before a rail was laid. From England, were 
imported the first rails used in this railroad. They were 
fifteen to eighteen feet in length. These were laid on 
stone binders or "sleepers" resting on each end on stone 
walls set deep to avoid frost's affecting the track. The 
Boston and Maine Railroad has reconstructed an example of 
this type of track. The original stone was used for the 
model. The memorial may now be seen in Lucy Larcom Park. 
The method of laying the track has been well described 
by Mr. Taft, former official of the Boston & Maine Railroad. 
11/ 
This is as he describes it: 
"It was thought necessary to build the 
tracks with exact nicety that the stone 
sleepers were laid on top of the walls, 
as nearly level as possible, exactly 
three feet apart and the top of the 
sleeper out to a flat surface where the 
chair, holding the ~ail, was spiked on 
by drilling a hole in the sleeper, 
putting in a wooden plug and then driving 
the spike which hel d the chair into the 
wood. The rail was fastened into the 
rail, and wherever a quarter of a mile or 
so had been completed, machinists from the 
Locks and Canals shops would go along with 
a steel straight edge, and if the rails 
did not match to the thickness of a sheet 
of paper, they would eut them away with 
cold chisels and files until they are 
exactly the same height." 
1!/ Taft, The Origin of Our Railroads, p. 403. 
76 
The road was laid out, graded, and made wide enough 
for a double track, though only a single track was laid. 
At the very beginning, Mr. Jackson assumed the success of 
this undertaking and prepared for future expansion. 
The greatest feat of engineering in laying the road 
was to cut through a wall of solid rock at the Lowell Depot. 
No form of modern labor saving devioes was used in this 
project. An arch was formed by the "cut" and it remained 
12/ 
such until 1879, when the "cut" was widened to provide . for 
four tracks and a platform. This particular area was not 
selected as a depot until 1sti1when it became known as the 
Northern Depot. 
Construction lasted for over four years and on 
1!±1 
May 27, 1835, the trial run was made. The first engine 
used was the "Stephenson" which had been imported from 
England. When this engine arrived from England, it was 
taken apart, loaded on a canal boat and delivered to Lowell 
by the Middlesex Canal. At Lowell, it was reassembled for 
lll 
the trial run to Boston and return. It is hard to explain 
Hill, Lowell, Mass., Description and TopographY, p.69. 
Lowell~' June 5, 1930, p. 1. 
Colburn, Historv of Lowell and Its Peo"'le, Vol.I. p.21~ 
!2/ Taft, The Origin of Our Railroads, . p. 403. 
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why the engine was dismantled and brought to Lowell, other 
than to say that the proprietors wished it to be studied by 
the mechanics in the Lowell Machine Shop. Lowell was at 
that time the ijenter of machine trade. Possibly the pro-
moters of the railroad wanted Lowell to have the distinction 
of sendin. , out oneof the first steam locomotives in Massa-
16 ' 
chusetts. 
Patrick T. Jackson, George Whistler, and James Baldwin 
were the passengers on this first trip of twenty-six miles. 
11.1 
The time was one hour and twenty minutes. 
The Lowell newspapers carried the following announce-
ment on June 23, 1835: 
"Tomorrow June 24, cars will commence 
running between Boston and Lowell, 
leave Lowell at 6:00 and 9:!- A.M.; 
leave Boston at 3:! and 5:l p.m. The 
company expects to run another engine 
next week. Additional trains will be 
put on as fast as the public require. 
Due notiee will be given when the 
merchandise train will be put on. 
Fare $1.00. 
George M. Dexter, Agent. 
Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, p. 78. 
Nathan Appleton, History of Lowell, Mass., 1848, 
p. 36. 
A year later the Lowell Directory; for 1836 carried 
18/ 
the following schedule: 
Boston & Lowell Railroad 
Cars Leave Lowell At Cars Leave Boston At 
Summer 7 A.M. 7 A·M. 
2 P.M. 11 A.M. 
5 P.M. 5 P.M. 
Oct. 5th 8 A.M. 8:~ A.M. 
2 P.M. 11 A.M. 
5 P.M. 4:~ P.M. 
Winter 8 A.M. 8 A.M. 
3 P.M. 3 P.M. 
An examination of the Lowell Directories for the 
years immediately following 1836 show an ever expanding 
schedule. 
The engines and cars of our first railroad would 
suffer much by comparison with our modern equipment. The 
engines weighed "from seven to nine tons, had four large 
wheels and the boilers were encased in brightly painted, 
wooden lagging~ The smoke stacks were eight to ten inches 
in diameter and six to seven feet tall like a chimney. The 
engineer used a bell which was rung by a cord. Both engi-
neer and fireman were fully exposed to the smoke and sparks 
18/ Benjamin Floyd, Lowell Directory, Huntress & 
-- Knowlton Printers, 1836. 
12/ Taft, The Origin of Our Railroads, p. 404. 
from their own engines, as well as to the inclemencies of 
New England weather. The cars, seating six persons, were 
modelled after stage coaches. The conductor, sometimes 
called "Captain", rode on the outside, in what in the stage 
coach would be the driver's seat. · The brakeman rode in the 
rear seat looking backwards. 
The first ;n,ine made in Lowell was put on the rails 
20 
on June 30, 183 • A bitter controversy grew out of the 
naming of this engine. It had been the intention of the 
directors to name it in honor of Patrick Tracy Jackson. 
Some of the Whig element feared that the name "Jackson" 
21/ 
might be conferring an unintended honor on Andrew Jackson: 
A compromise was reached in their objections, and the name 
"Patrick" was given. The second engine made here was named 
"Lowell". 
As had been promised by the proprietors, the"merchan-
dise" train went into operation early in July and the 
"Stephenson" was assigned to this duty. The "Stephenson" 
was a much heavier engine than the two made in the Lowell 
Shops. The first "merchandise" train consisted of fourteen 
cars carrying about three and one half tons of freight to 
20/ Colburn, History of Lowell and Its People, Vol. I, 
p. 215. 
21/ Taft, The Origin of Our Railroads, p. ~06. 
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the car. Each of these cars was about the size of a small 
coal truck. Cotton, both raw and manufactured, was the 
principal item in transport. It was usually carried on 
platform cars with canvas covers securely tied to the plat-
form. 
At that time, the center of the growing city was in 
the area of the present Y. M. c. A. Building and that 
22/ 
location was chosen as the site of the first depot: This 
small station was later replaced by a combination station 
and hall as a joint project of the Railroad Company and 
the City of Lowell. This historic structure, known as 
w Huntington Hall, was destroyed November 6, 1904 by fire. 
Near this site were also located the first freight house 
and freight yard. 
On the opposite corner, on the present site of the 
2JJ/ Mongeau Building, was located the Merrimack House, the most 
important hostelry in the expanding city. 
The road had been built principally for the trans-
portation of material to and from the manufacturing corpo-
rations and Boston. Side tracks were constructed at the 
22/ The Lowell ~' June 5, 1930, p. 1. 
2:11 The Lowell §!!a, Oct. 25, 1913, p. 2. 
Jd±/ Floyd, The Loweil Director!, 1835, p. 149. 
l 
Merrimack, Hamilton, Appleton, Lawrence, Suffolk, and Boott 
w Mills. 
For a great many years all locomotives burned wood, so 
a wood yard was located in Jackson Street. This fuel was 
delivered to Lowell by means of the Merrimack River and the 
Middlesex Canal. 
Lowell has recognized the tremendous contribution of 
the railroad to her growth as a manufacturing city. In the 
Seal of the City she has combined the mill and the railroad, 
acknowledging them both as dual contributors to her progress l 
Railroads have immeasureably helped mill expansion, the 
mills sustained the railroad, and both in turn have helped 
the community. 
a2J Taft, The Origin of Our Railroads, p. 410. 
l 
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BEN" J AMIN FR.ANia:.IN BUTLER 
No man in the history of Lowell served as prominently 
in the affairs of our country as did Benjamin Franklin 
Butler. No man in the history of our country has been 
more praised for his ability, courage and patriotism by 
some and condemned for his cunning, thievery and self-
glory by others. 
Benjamin F. Butler was born in Deerfield, New Hamp-
shire on November 5, 181~ His grandfather had fought 
under Wolfe at Quebec and again in the War of the Revolu-
tion. His father had served as a captain under General 
2/ 
Andrew Jackson in the Battle of New Orleans. Quite 
naturally, he inherited an interest in military affairs. 
When Benjamin was ten years old his mother moved to 
Lowell and opened a "boarding house". This enterprise in 
the newly-expanding town must have been profitable for she 
was able to send her children to college. Her son prepared 
at the recently opened Lowell High School and was one of 
the eight graduates of the first class. He wished to 
follow a military career at West Point but his mother sent 
him to Exeter Academy and later to Waterville College in 
< 
11 D. Hamilton Hurd, Historr of Middlesex County, (Philadelphia: J. W. LeWJ.s and Company, 1890 .· , 
Vol. I, p. lxvi. 
~ Benjamin F. Butler, Butler's Book, (Boston: 
A.M. Thayer and Company, 1892), p. 48. 
l 
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Maine (now Colby College¥. 
Up to this time, he was very sickly and irritable, 
but following his graduation he went on a four months fish-
ing voyage to Labrador. He returned well and strong and 
most writers say he got rid of all his complaints except 
"irritability". This, they claim, he had as long as he 
lived. 
On his return to this city he began at once to read 
Jt./ 
law in the office of William Smith. His first practice 
was conducting the suits of the mill girls for non-payment 
of wages. From the time of his admission to the bar in 
1840, until his departure for Civil War service twenty 
years later, he was connected with every major political 
activity in the city. 
Very early in his career as a lawyer, he gained the 
reputation of being a skillful cross-examiner. His manner 
of attacking the opposing counsel and witnesses was so 
fearless and successful that he had many clients and a 
heavy income. He was an effective public speaker and much 
sought for in this respect. 
James Parton, General Butler in New Orleans, 
(New York: Mason Brothers, 1864}, p. 17. 
Edwin P. Conklin, History of Middlesex County and 
Its Peo~le, (New York: Lewis Historical Publ. Company, 
1927), ol. III, p. 73. 
In politics, Butler was a Democrat and he attended 
every Democr~tic National Convention from 1844 to 18~ 
Massachusetts was at this time a Whig state and as Lowell 
was overwhelmingly a Whig town his alliance with the Demo-
cratic party did not offer much political advantage. In 
1853 he was elected a member of the Legislature from Lowell 
and from then on he became "the father of the ten-hour day" y 
and "the working man's friend". 
The Democratic F·arty supported the working man's 
struggle for a shorter day. The average length of the 
working day in Lowell in 1845 varied from eleven hours and 
twenty-four minutes in December and January to thirteen 
11 
hours and thirty-one minutes in April. Benjamin Butler 
carried on his fight against this long work day and appealed 
for a ten-hour day. The mills posted notices to the effect 
that any man "Who voted for Butler would be discharged. At 
an indignation meeting, he made a spectacular appeal to the 
people and incurred the hatred and ill-will of the manu-
facturers. He advised the operatives against strikes as 
a weapon but urged them to seek appeal through legislative 
§I 
11 
T. A. Bland, Life of Benjamin F. Butler, 
Lee end Shepard, 1879}, p. 19. (Boston: 
Lowell Daily Courier, January 11, 1893, p. 12, 02. 
. . 
Arthur M. Schlesinger, Jr., The Age of Jackson, 
(Boston: Little, Brown and Company, 1945), p. 342. 
_ M. 
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methods. Not long thereafter, as a compromise measure, 
the eleven hour day went into effect. 
It was at this time that ;he became identified with 
active opposition to the "Know-Nothing" movement then prev-
alent in Massachusetts. He encouraged the Jackson Muske-
teers to disregard the orders of Governor Gardner that 
said "the honor of the American Flag should be confided 
only to those who are born on the soil hallowed by its 
protection~ Governor Gardner removed General Butler from 
his command for his intrusion. 
In 1860, Butler was a delegate to the Democratic 
National Convention which met at Charleston. The committee 
was not successful in setting up a platform so they ad-
journed to meet two months later in Baltimore. Here the 
Northern Democrats nominated Stephen Douglas and the 
Southern Democrats nominated John Breckenridge. Butler, 
in the Charleston Convention voted fifty~seven times for 
Jefferson Davis and in the Baltimore Convention supported 
Breckenridge. He attempted to defend his actions at a 
Democratic meeting in Lowell but he was forced to leave 
21 Huntington Hall because of the outburst against him. 
Hurd, History of Middlesex County, Vol. II, p. 156. 
Charles Cowley, Illustrated History of Lowell, 
{Boston: Lee and Shepard, 1868)', p. 173. 
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From this period, Butler became a national figure. 
He moved in an atmosphere of controversy for he had quarrels 
with Governor Andrews of Massachusetts, leading generals 
and statesmen and even governments of Europe. 
On April 15, 1861, the day following the fall of Fort 
Sumter, Lincoln issued a call for seventy-five thousand 
volunteers. In the North the response was instantaneous. 
Governor Andrews of Massachusetts placed the volunteers 
of this State under the command of Brigadier-General Butler. 
Within twenty-four hours of Lincoln's request, two regi-
10/ 
ments left Boston for Washington. The General's troops 
in part preceded him to Washington, where they defended 
the capitol. He and his other men took possession of 
Annapolis in the face of protest from Governor Hicks of 
ill 
Maryland. 
ll/ 
12/ 
General Butler's answer to the Governor was, 
"We came here, not as citizens of 
Massachusetts but as citizens and 
soldiers of the United States, with 
no intention to invade any State, 
but to protect the capital of our 
common country from invasion." 
William B. Hesseltine, Lincoln and the War Governors, (New York: Alfred A. Knopf, 1848), p. 148. 
Johns. c. Abbott, The History of the·C.ivil War in 
America, (New York: Henry Bill, 1863}, Vol.I, p. 114. 
-• ~---
The government now found itself out off from the North 
by the breaking of railroad connections about Annapolis. 
Butler's Volunteers were men who had been employed in the 
mills of Lowell and many were experienced mechanics in the 
LOWELL MACHlliE COMPANY. When General Butler asked if it 
was possible for his men to repair a badly damaged engine, 
Private Charles Homans of the Eighth Massachusetts Volun-
teers replied, "I guess so, for I helped to make it:g/ 
Calling to his aid other meohanios, they soon had the 
locomotive in running order and Butler's command proceeded 
to Washington. 
They were assigned to Relay House, a little village 
nine miles from Baltimore, to protect the railroad and 
telegraph lines from that place to Washington. Fearing an 
attack here, he marched his men to Baltimore, through the 
city, disbanded the Maryland militia and took possession 
of Federal Hill. For this act, he was severely censured by 
General Scott but rewarded by Lincoln who made him a major-
ll/ general commanding the Department of Eastern Virginia. 
~ile in command of Virginia, General Butler was in-
formed that some Negroes had come to his camp and 
12/ Bland, Life of Benjamin F. Butler, p. 39. 
1!f Ibid., p. 45. 
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surrendered. They belonged to a rebel and were being sent 
to work on Confederate construction. He had a question to 
.lll 
solve but finally claimed them as "contraband of war" • 
.. 
His first movement resulted in a repulse at Big Bethel 
but he regained prestige by aiding in the capture of Forts 
Hatteras and Clark on the coast of North Carolina. He then 
returned to Massachusetts on a recruiting assignment. 
President Lincoln commissioned General Butler to raise 
a volunteer force in New England for the invasion of the 
16/ 
Mississippi: He visited the different States, and by glow-
ing address to the people, soon raised a sufficient force, 
which early in January, 1862, was sent to Ship Island, on 
the coast near New Orleans. This was the general rendez-
vous both for the fleet and the land forces. This is the 
111 
way General Butler describes the island: 
"Ship Island is an island of white sand 
thrown up by the waves. It is between 
five and six miles long and is about ten 
miles distant from the Mississippi coast. 
At the upper part of it there is some 
soil on which is a growth of pine which 
serves at once for the fuel and the timber 
required. This eastern end rises to a 
considerable height above the waters of 
12/ John D. Hicks, The Federal Union, (Cambridge: 
Houghton-Mifflin Company, 1937), p. 680. 
lE.I Abbott; The History of the Civil War in America, 
Vol. I, p. 401. 
11/ Butler, Butler's Book, p. 351. 
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the Gulf. The western end is more 
flat and rises only a little above 
the sea, in places less than two feet, 
and in case of any considerable sea, 
the waves wash over it.ff 
This expedition for the capture of New Orleans and 
18/ 
the Mississippi was the plan of Gustavus V. Fox, Assistant 
Secretary of the Navy, and a classmate of General Butler's 
at Lowell High School. General Butler, in charge of the 
army, was to co-operate with Admiral Farragut in the capture 
of New Orleans. Once the capture was insured, General 
Butler was to be military commandant of the captured eity. 
This event took place on May 1, 1862. 
New Orleans was at this time, not only the gateway 
to the Mississippi River, but was the most important metro-
politan center of the South, with a population of one 
19..1 hundred and sixty-eight thousand. 
His severest critics all agree that the task was a 
most disagreeable one and most agree that he managed the 
situation well. He prepared a proclamation laying down 
rules for the regulation of New Orleans. These he read to 
the Mayor, City Council and the Chief of Pollee, explaining 
18/ 
-
- ' . . 
McMaster, A History of .the People of the United States 
During Lincoln's Administration, p. 206. 
Carl Sandburg, Storm Over The Land, (New York: 
Harcourt, Brace and Company, 1939), p. 108. 
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the document and telling them what they were to do to re-
store law and order. In order to have the proclamation 
printed, he had to seize the presses of hostile printers 
and let those of his regiment who were printers by trade 
20/ 
proceed with the printing7 
A firm government was established in the captured 
city. He protected life and property, prevented the usual 
visitation of yellow fever, restored shipping and estab-
21/ 
lished relief measures for the destitute inhabitants. 
The enforcement of those measures infuriated the 
citizens and General Butler incurred the undying hatred of 
Southerners. Jefferson Davis in a proclamation December 23, 
1862, declared him a "felon deserVing of capital punishment, 
an outlaw and a common enemy of mankind" and threatened 
that if caught he should be hanged at once. H~ placed a 
ZJ:.l 
reward of ten thousand dollars on Butler's head. 
Early in his rule of New Orleans, Admiral Farragut 
reported to General Butler that Willirun Mumford, a Southern 
sympathizer, had hauled down the Union flag which had been 
?&I 
2:1.1 
1:2:.1 
Abbott, The History of the Civil War in America, 
Vol. I, p. 428. 
:James Ford Rhodes, History of the United States, 
(New York: The Macmillan Company, 1928), Vol. f, p.309 
Fletcher Pratt, Ordeal ·By Fire, 
Sloan Associates, 1935), p. 22. 
(New York: William 
I 
.21_._ 
placed over the United States Mint. The General replied, 
"I will make an example of that fellow by hanging him." 
Admiral Farragut doubted the General's ability to ca.tch 
the offender but within days Mumford was captured and 
2:21 
hanged. The hanging was effective. 
He was equally severe in enforcing discipline among 
his own troops. Four Union soldiers were found guilty of 
pillaging houses under pretense of military orders of 
£Js./ 
search and were hanged within five days of the of~ense. 
Early in his administration General Butler ordered 
the seizure of eight hundred thousand dollars, which had 
been deposited in the offioe of the Dutcn Consul, on the 
. iii 
ground "that it was for Confederate uses1 • This brought 
protests to Lincoln from all the governments of Europe. 
Subsequently General Butler was removed from command on 
Daeember 16, 1862. 
Late in 1863, he was placed in command of the coast 
divisions of Virginia and North Carolina, it being desig-
Contributions by Union and Confederate Officers -
Battles and Leaders of the Civil War, (Report of 
Albert Kautz, Captain U.S.N.), (New York: The 
Century Press, 1887), Vol. II, p. 93. 
Abbott, · The History of the Civil War In America, 
Vol. II, p. 300. 
l21 Lowell Daily Sun, January 11, 1893, P. 1, C2. 
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nated as the "Army of the James". He was to co-operate 
with Grant in the advance on Richmond. His failure against 
Fort Fisher, near Wilmington, North Carolina, resulted in 
his removal from command by President Lincoln at the re-
quest of General Grant. Thus ended the military career 
of General Butler in January, 1865. 
During the next twenty years he was an outstanding 
figure in politics. In 1866, he was elected to Congress 
and was a leading member of the Republican group who intro-
duced the impeachment of Andrew Johnson. In a four hour 
speech, Benj-amin Butler outlined the charges of "the people 
26/ 
of the United States:W It is said that this trial was 
br ought about because the group were opposed by the Presi-
dent in enforcing their method of reconstruction on the 
Sout¥." 
In 1882 he was elected Governor of Massachusetts and 
his administration is marked by the investigation of the 
State's charitable institutions, notably the Tewksbury 
State Hospital. He failed in his re-election attempt as 
he did again in 1884 when he ran for president as the Green-
26/ 
-
SJ.I 
George Fort Milton, Tae Age of Hate, 
Coward-McCann, Inc., 1930), p. 545. 
(New York: 
Harold Underwood Faulkner, 
Social History, (New York: 
Inc., 1948), p. 374. 
American Political and 
Appleton-Century-Grafts, 
back candidate. He gradually withdrew from the political 
arena and confined himself to the practice of law. 
Some historians claim that he was extremely dishonest 
28/ 
and "operated government trade for his private gain-;rt still 
others that he was cunning, and unprincipled. By no one was 
he more bitterly attacked than in a pamphlet by M. M. 
Pomeroy, a newspaper man. 
There is one phase of his life about which no criti-
cism has been offered. On March 16, 1844, he married 
Sarah Hildreth of Dracut. She had been a brilliant actress 
but following her marriage she devoted herself to the 
General and their family and accompanied him on all the 
dangerous and hard expeditions of his Civil War service. 
2fi./ This is what General Butler had to say of her: 
"My wife y.Ji th a devotion quite 
unparalleled, gave me her support by 
accompanying me in every expedition 
in the War of the Rebellion, and made 
for me a home wherever I was stationed 
in command •••• She suffered great pri-
vations and hardships on the sands of 
Ship Island •••• She was an adviser, 
faithful and true, clear-headed and 
conservative, whose conclusions could 
always be trusted •••• If there is any-
thing in my administration of affairs 
28/ Rhodes, History of the United States, Vol. V, p.312. 
~ Butler, Butler's Book, p. 82. 
__ 21f._. __ 
that may be questioned, it is that in 
which, I followed the bent of my own 
opinions •••• No one ever said an unkind 
or a disparaging word of her." 
His death in Washington on January 11, 1893 was an 
occasion of great mourning by the laboring classes of 
Lowell. All civic affairs were suspended, the mills and 
schools were closed in last respect to one of Lowell's 
foremost citizens. 
The following editorial comments are taken from our 
local paper at that time to show opinions of the various 
groups regarding General Butler: 
Boston Herald: "He was a kindly hearted man, 
but he was compelled through life by his mental 
inheritance to make vastly more enemies than 
friends." 
Boston Globe: "A leader, whose fame as the 
years go by, will surely not diminish, but rather, 
shine with a brighter and ever brighter luster. 11 
Boston News: "Friends and foes will unite 
in common tribute to the sterling patriotism, the 
dogged perseverance, the unflinching loyalty and 
magnificent abilities of the man". 
Salem News: "He will be accorded high rank 
In the list of nobilities, whose giant intellects 
have made them conspicuous." 
New York Herald: "A sturdy character, f-orceful, 
independent, and indifferent to the convention-
alities of the times. He will be remembered as 
a remarkable American." 
New York SUn: "The most original, the most 
American and most picturesque character in our 
public life. He was no pretender and no hypocrite." 
I 
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I New York Times: "For twenty years he was the 
leading low comedian of American politics." 
London Chronicle: "With all his great gifts, he 
was a legacy of evil from the war. His death does 
not leave a gap in the ranks of good citizens." 
Providence, Telegram: 1'The historian will be sur-
prised that the man who made such an appresion on 
his fellows left so little behind him to justify 
it." 
Waterbury American: '•He fell just short of being 
great, for lack, perhaps, of principle." 
New York Tribune: "He eould hardly be called a 
statesman; always and everywhere, the time-serving, 
self-seeking politician; playing a g~e, not pur-
suing a calling." 
Thus ended one of the most significant careers in 
the history of our nation. 
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THE Dr'IRODUCTION OF THE TELEPHONE 
In every age of history, we find man trying to 
communicate with others by sending sound over distances. 
To do so, he has used many devices, such as drums, horns, 
bells, and speaking tubes. 
Alexander Graham Bell's search for a way to transmit 
the spoken word electrically was part of that age long 
quest. The historic moment arrived in 1875, but it was 
only one step in the long process to establish the tele-
phone as a vital means of communication. 
Lowell played a prominent part in the establishment 
of this important means of communication. This is what a 
representative of the New England Telephon~ & Telegraph 
Company had to say concerning it~ . 
ffTo speak of the telephone in 
New England is to speak of Lowell, 
for Lowell furnished men and money 
back in those early days, when very 
few men and fewer dollars could be 
found to concern themselves with that 
strange invention. But owing to the 
fore-sight and the courage of a few 
adventuring spirits, Lowell oan boast 
today of having had one of the very 
first telephone exchanges in the world, 
and of being one terminal of the first 
long distance telephone line ever used 
for commercial purposes. 
!./ Personal Interview with John w. Chapman, Public 
Information Supervisor, New England Telephone and 
Telegraph Company, Boston, Mass., February, 1950. 
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'Ihe man responsible for Lowell's connection in tele-
phone history is Charles Jasper Glidden. He was born in 
Lowell, August 29, 1857. As a boy he served as an ap-
prentice in the telegraph service. At the early age of 
20, he became the manager of the Atlantic and Pacific y 
Telegraph Company in Lowell. It was while working in this 
capacity that he became acquainted with, and interested in• 
the work of Mr. Bell. 
On Wednesday, April 25, 1877, Alexander G. Bell came 
11 
to Lowell and gave a lecture and exhibition which the 
audience enjoyed and considered entertaining. 
Bell was much impressed by the young Mr. Glidden's 
appearance and ability and offered him employment if he 
desired it. A month later Glidden accepted Bell's offer 
and thus was formed an association that was destined to 
be a contributing factor in the growth and development of 
!±/ 
the telephone. 
Glidden started by putting up single wires between 
buildings; between a store and a bank, or from one house 
to another. The ~elephone exchange was at that time in 
Lowell Courier Citizen, May 30, 1911, p. 48. 
Frederick w. Colburn, History of Lowell and Its People, 
{New York: Lewis Historical Publ. Company, 1920}, 
Vol. I, p. 373. 
~ Lowell Courier Citizen, May 30, 1911, p. 48. 
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the earliest stages of experimentation. The first line 
Glidden built was in Manchester, New Hampshir~ It ran 
from the First National Bank to Governor John B. Smith's 
residence, the Governor being president of the bank. 
An interesting side-light concerning this particular 
line is that it gave President Rutherford B. Hayes his §./ 
first experience with the telephone. The President and 
Mrs. Hayes were visiting at the Governor's home and in 
their honor, Miss Emma L. Cleworth (later Mrs. Charles J. 
Glidden) sang several songs over the primitive instrument 
and astonished the Chief Executive. 
Glidden continued his experiments with telephone 
line hook-ups, and all the while a project was forming in 
his mind. He j~urneyed to Boston and asked the holders 
of the Bell patents if they would agree to build a tele-
phone exchange in Lowell if he could obtain fifty sub-
scribers. Each subscriber was to pay one dollar and fifty 
11 
cents a month for service. The proposal was acceptable 
and Glidden began an intensive campaign to obtain the 
necessary fifty subscribers. 
21 Lowell Daily Citizen, March 30, 1881, p. 3, Col. 5. 
§) Personal interview with John w. Chapman. 
1/ Lowell Courier Citizen, May 30, 1911, p. 48. 
e 
The going was hard but finally ~ithed and Company, 
coal dealers became the first subscriber to commercial 
§/ 
telephone service. By spring, more than the necessary 
rifty subscribers had agreed to take service. 
During that winter of 1877, the New England Telephone 
. 2/.. Co. had been formed ~n Boston+ This company, the first 
really functioning organization under the Bell patents, 
10/ 
furnished $6,000. for the Lowell project. 
In March, 1878, after many obstacles had been over-
come, Mr. Glidden and Mr. c. F. Beardslee of Boston 
commenced the actual construction of the system. It was 
difficult to find a landlord who would permit a structure 
to hold the necessary wires to be ere eted on his roof. An 
office was finally located in the Shattuck Block (36 Cen-
tral Street) and _ the first exchange in Massachusetts was 
11/ 
thus establisheO: The first telephone to be connected 
. 12/ 
with the exchange here was at the Prescott Bank. 
§./ Lowell Courier Citizen, Centennial Edition, J'une 30, 
1936, p. 36. 
!ll Personal Interview with John W. Chapman. 
10/ 
-
Daily Citizen, January 1, 1884, p. 4. 
1,!/ Lowell Daili Citizen, April 29, 1878, p. 3. 
12/ Lowell Sunda~ Telegram, March 13, 1921, p. 4. 
100. 
e 
The first wire for the new exchange ran along Broad-
way to the Office of Rice and Company on Middle Street. 
Six other lines were constructed along Centralville, 
Middlesex Street, Gorham Street, Lawrence Street, Belvidere, 
and Pawtucket Street. The mills had a line of their own, 
w 
making eight in all. 
The first telephones were installed by Charles 
Beardsley, Who kept a diary in which was preserved valuable 
and interesting data pertaining to this period of telephone 
development. 
The exchange opened on April 19, lS~and the equip-
ment, while crude was serviceable. Much of it has been 
preserved and may be seen in the Boston office of the 
12.1 
New England Telephone and Telegraph Company. On that 
first day, the place sounded like a very busy fire station. 
Bells, similar to those used to sound fire alarms, were 
employed to call the various stations. "The lines were 
grounded circuits. Gravity battery cells supplied the 
1§./ 
current to call the subscribers." Calls were placed by 
w Lowell Sunda;I Teles;ram, March 13, 1921, p. 4. 
1Jt./ The Bell Telephone System, Telephone Almanac, 1950. 
1.!2.1 Telephone Pioneer Club, 119 Milk St., Boston, Mass. 
16/ Personal Interview with John W. Chapman. 
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name instead of by number. The costto each subscriber was 
$3.00 a mont~/ 
K. Clark Glidden served as the first operator. Busi-
ness on the first day was light because it was a holiday. 
The folloWing day, business began in earnest. The greatest 
number of calls were for c. B. Coburn and Company. These 
calls came mostly from the mills. 
A telephone official had this to say of the first 
187 
telephones: 
nsubscribers ran as many as fifteen 
to a line, and had to wait their turn 
to place calls. The apparatus which 
they used consisted simply of a box 
with a speaking tube arrangement. 
There was no receiver, and the person 
using it, alternately spoke and listened. 
Qyite naturally, until he became accustomed 
to using it, he frequently tried to talk 
and listen at the same time. Operator 
Glidden, who could hear all the conversations 
anyway, often had to help transmit the 
messages." 
For about a year the little exchange progressed 
slowly. The New England Telephone Company indicated a 
willingness to sell out its interests in the Lowell Ex-
change. Charles Glidden then went to William A. Ingham, 
a local grocer, and then to L. M. Downes, and among the 
11/ Lowell Sunday Telegram, March 13, 1921, p. 4. 
±§/ Personal Interview with John w. Chapman, 
102. 
three of them, $6,000. was raised and the exchange was 
12.1 purchased outright. 
20/ 
With development made through the Blake transmitter, 
new subscribers took service. Individual and two-party 
lines were established. 
A group of local businessmen became interested as 
business improved, and a syndicate bought stocks in the 
21/ 
company, naming it the Lowell District Telephone CompanY: 
This same year, 1879, Glidden selected a route to 
Boston, drove over it, and secured various rights of way. 
He then founded the Pioneer Telephone Company and built a 
line to Boston, the first inter-city line to be used for 
22/ 
commercial purposeS: 
This line remained in operation for a number of years, 
and survived all manner of hard treatment. , According to 
J;J/ 
a company representative, it was not unusual for it to be 
on the snow all winter with two or three cords of wood on 
it. Since it continued to function, linesmen never thought 
about putting it back on the poles until spring. 
20/ 
21/ 
22/ 
w 
Colburn, 
p. 374. 
History of Lowell and Its People, Vol. I, 
Lowell Courier Citizen, (Centennial Edition) , June 
1936, p. 36. 
Lowell Sunday Telegram, March 13, 1921, p. 4. 
Lowell Courier Citizen, May 30, 1911, p. 4. 
John Vl. Chapman. 
30, 
103. 
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Telephone busineoobegan to increase and a local 
paper arranged with a Boston newspaper for late news to 
£:.!±/ be read over the telephone from one to the other daily. 
In these early days of telephone development, base-
ball was seemingly as important as it is today. Baseball 
fans wanted inning-by-inning reports by telephone when 
they could not attend the games in person. The management 
of the local club would not allow a telephone installed 
within the grounds. The telephone company found a way of 
satisfying the fans. One man was stationed inside the 
'5!2/ 
fence at what is now O'Donnell Playground: Another man 
was waiting outside. The first man reported the progress 
of the game to the man outside, who would hurry to the 
nearest telephone and relay the news to "Central". The 
operators, in turn, would call the subscribers who were 
interested and who were waiting by their telephones as 
eagerly as we sit beside the radios. 
The Lmqell syndicate increased and expanded to in-
clude much of New Ehglan~ In 1883, the Lowell syndicate 
?:.!J:/ Lowell Courier Citizen, 1936, p. 36. 
Centennial Edition, June 30, 
J}).,/ Ibid. 
26/ Lowell Daili Citizen, March 30, 1881, p. 3. 
merged with the New England Telephone and Telegraph Company 
?:1) 
of Boston. 
The scheme of printing the telephone directory was 
28/ 
invented by Moses Greeley Parker of Lowell. All early 
directories were pr~nted here by the Lowell Courier Citizen 
w Job Printing Company. 
This represents only the initial steps in the develop-
ment bf one of our greatest means of communication. Year 
after year it has grown in usefulness and value. Lowell 
still remains a telephone center as the company continues 
its program of research and improvement. 
28/ 
-
Illustrated History of Lowell, Compiled by the 
Courier Citizen Company, Lowell, Mass., 1897, p. 422. 
Lowell Courier Citizen, 
1936, p. 36. 
Centennial Edition, June 30, 
2:21 Ibid. 
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THE SEAL OF THE CITY OF LOWELL 
The seal symbolizes cotton textile manufacturing, 
an industry in which Lowell held first place for many 
years. It also shows the Boston and Lowell Railroad, one 
of the earliest railroad lines in New England. Since 
Lowell owes much of its existence to the power of the 
Merrimack River, this water body is shown along with a 
network of canals. The motto around the seal, ''ART IS 
THE HANDMAID OF HUMAN GOOD", indicates the high regard 
the early manufacturers had for the work they were perform-
ing. Such a motto dignifies the labor and the laborer. 
~~-~=====w 
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HISTORIC LANDMARKS IN AND AROUND LOWELL 
Old Middlesex Canal 
Bowers House 
Durkee House 
Clark's Tavern 
Varnum Homestead 
Coburn Mission 
1/ Lowell Digest, 
pp. 75-77. 
Traces may be seen at Middlesex 
Village, where the old lock house 
station at Merrimack River still 
shows; at Chelmsford Street just 
beyond the city line. 
The Oldest house in Lowell. It 
is located on Wood Street, over-
looking Princeton Boulevard. 
Built in 1686. 
Practically contemporary with 
the Bowers House. It is located 
on Old Ferry Road near Pawtucket 
Boulevard. 
Dates back to colonial times. 
Lafayette stopped there. It was 
on the highway leading to the 
Merrimack River, and was used by 
coach lines running northward. 
It is located in Middlesex 
Village. 
Built about 1700; loca.ted of:r 
Varnum Avenue, toward the river. 
Erected in 1755. It is located 
on Varnum Avenue. It is the 
oldest building in Lowell that 
was used as a school house. 
Lowell Board of Trade, Lowell: 1916, 
12 ~-
Glass House 
Parker House 
Ford House 
Spalding House 
Whistler House 
Hildreth Homestead 
Tyler Homestead 
Hunt Homestead 
Erected about 1802; located in 
Princeton Boulevard; was a 
tenement house attached to an 
old glass factory. It is today 
converted into tenement property. 
It is located on Pine Street 
opposite the Morey School. It 
was built before the Revolution 
and has always been occupied by 
members of the Parker family. 
It is located at the corner of 
Pawtucket and School Streets. It 
was erected soon after the Revolu 
tionary War by Captain John Ford. 
Erected about 1760, it stands on 
Pawtucket Street. It was a 
residence, a loggers' tavern and 
again a residence. 
It is located on Worthern Street, 
It is the birthplace of James 
Abbott McNeil Whistler. It is 
now occupied and preserved as an 
art museum b y the Lowell Art 
Association. 
Erected in 1784, it is located 
on Hildreth Street. 
It is located in Middlesex 
Village facing the old muster 
field. 
It is located on Clark Road. It 
is now owned by the O'Heir family 
12 
Fort Hill Park 
Old Woolen Mill 
Tyngs Island 
Tyn.g Mansi on 
Pow-wow Oak 
The site of Wannalancet's fort, 
built as a protection against 
the Mohawk Indians. 
Located on the bank of Hale's 
Brook, it was the first woolen 
mill built in Middlesex County. 
The Indian name was "Wickasee". 
It was for a time Wannalancet's 
home. It is now the Vesper 
Country Club. 
It is located between North 
Chelmsford and Tyngsboro over-
looking the Merrimack River. It 
was erected in 1674 and was used 
as an outpost in King Philip's 
War. Wannalancet died there in 
1696. Hannah Dustin found refuge 
there after escaping from Indians 
at Pennacook, New Hampshire. 
It is located on Clark Road, 
opposite the O'Heir homestead. 
It is reputed to mark a spot 
where Indians gathered for 
conferences. 
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MEMORABLE DATES IN TEE HISTORY 
. . . 1/ 
OF LOWELL, MASSACHUSETTS 
1792----First bridge across the Merrimack River at Pawtucket 
Falls. 
1792----August 8, Incorporation of "Proprietors of the 
Locks and Canals on the Merrimack River." 
1801----First carding machine in the Middlesex County 
established by Moses Hale. 
1804----Middlesex Canal from Lowell to Charlestmvn completed 
1805----Second bridge at Pawtucket Falls takes place of old 
one. 
1813----Cotton mill erected on the present site of the 
Middlesex Mills. 
1821----Paul Moody and others visited here in November to 
look at water power of the Merrimack River. 
1822----Dam erected at Pawtucket Falls. 
1822----February 6, Merrimack Manufacturing Company 
incorporated. 
1823----September 1, First mill of the Merrimack Manu-
facturing Company completed. First cloth turned 
out in November. 
1824----January 3, First shipment of goods of the Merrimack 
Manufacturing Company sent to Boston. 
1825----Completion of the Lowell Machine Shop. 
1825----March 16, St. Anne's Church consecrated. 
Lowell Digest, 
pp. 74-75. 
Lowell Board of Trade, Lowell: 1916, 
1825----July 4, Mechanic Phalanx organized; first company 
of militia. 
1826----March 1, Town of Lowell incorporated. 
1826----December 15, Central Bridge opened to traffic. 
1830----June 5, Boston and Lowell Railroad incorporated. 
1835----Nashua and Lowell Railroad incorporated. 
1835----June, Boston and Lowell Railroad completed. 
1836----April 1, Date of incorporation of Lowell as a city. 
1838----0ctober 8, Nashua and Lowell Railroad opened for 
travel. 
1841----Stone bridge built across the Concord River at 
Church Street. 
1844----New bridge built to replace Central Bridge. 
1845----Mareh 26, Stony Brook Railroad incorporatea. 
1845----May 5, North and South Commons purchased by the 
city. 
1848----Salem and Lowell Railroad incorporated. 
1848----July 1, Stony Brook Railroad opened to travel. 
1848----September 16, Abraham Lincon visited Lowell. 
1850----August 1, Salem and Lowell Railroad opened to travel 
1851----Middlesex Canal discontinued. 
1852----April 22, Great freshet. Water 13i feet over 
Pawtucket Dam. City saved by the great flood gates 
at Broadway. 
1861----April 16, Four companies of the Sixth Regiment 
started for the Civil War. 
1861----April 19, Ladd, Whitney and Tayler killed while 
marching through Baltimore. They were the first 
men to fall for the Union. 
1861----August 2, Sixth Regiment returned from the war. 
1863----Lowell Horse Railroad incorporated, and began laying 
tracks. 
1864----Maroh 1, Lowell Horse Railroad opened. 
1868----Deoember 4, General U. s. Grant visited Lowell. 
1871----August 22, Framingham and Lowell Railroad opened 
to travel. 
1871----November 25, Iron bridge at P·awtuoket Falls com-
pleted. 
1874----Deoember 1 , Lowell and Andover Railroad opened for 
travel. 
1878----April 19, Lowell District Telephone Company began 
operations With eighty subscribers. 
1878----Dece.mber 30, Electric lights tried in the Merri-
mack Mills. 
1879----August 23 , Telephone line completed between Lowell 
and Boston. 
1882----August 5, Central Bridge burned. 
1889----July 17, Horse Railroad barn burned. 
1892----January 14, Electric oar service established. 
1893----0otober 14, New City Hall dedicated. 
1897----Dece.mber 14? Huntington and Jackson Halls burned. 
{first fire;. 
1903----February 27, Burbank Building on Prescott Street 
ablaze. 
1903----July 29, South Lowell explosion. 
1904----January 11, St. Patri ck's Church burned. 
~904----January 12, O'Donnell and Gilbride Store burned. 
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1904----November 6, Huntington and Jackson Halls burned. (Second fire} 
1905----Barrister's Hall burned. 
1906----January 27, Richardson Hotel burned. 
1908----Mardh 19, Fifield Tool Company burned. 
1912----November 21, St. Jean Baptiste Church burned. 
1915----March 1, Memorial Hall and City Library fire. 
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LISTJNG OF AVA:i:r.ABLE NEWSPAPERS ON FILE IN THE 
NEWsPAPER ROOM OF THE LOWELL . PUBLIC LIBRARY!/ 
J 
NAME OF PAPER ' FREQUENCY OF PUBL. '· & ~ & ' REMARKS 
PLACE OF PUBLICATION' AVAILABLE DATES '· 
Columbian Sentinel 
Boston, Mass. 
t 
' Semi-Weekly 
'· 
' Mar. 24, 1784 to 
' Sept. 1, 1804 
'· 
' 
'· 1 
'· t 
' 
' 
' 
'- This paper up to 
' 1790 was known as 
' the Mass. Sentinel 
' and Republican 
'· Journal. The Sen-
'· tinel added sub-
' titles at various 
' times, strongly in 
~ favor of Washingto 
'Adams, and Hamilto , . 
1 
' 
' Daily Morning Herald'· '· Daily ' First known as 
Lowell, Mass. ' t 
'· t 
' the Morning Herald 
Aug. 25, 1843 to ' 
Jun~ 7, 1844 ' 
Lowell Advertiser ' Tri-Weekly ' t 
Lowell, Mass. 
Lowell Courier 
citizen 
' 1 1837 - 1839 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
Tri-Weekly 
Jan 5, 1837 to 
Dec.30, 1837 
'· 
'· 
'· t 
' Originally known 
' as the Lowell 
' Courier 
' t 
1/ Organized from date in Works Progress Administration, 
Survey of State and Local Historical Records, 
Massachusetts Historical Record Survey: 1936. 
I 
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' 
' f 
Lowell Daily Citizen' Weekly 
~ ' 
' Lowell, Mass. ' 1862 - 1912 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' f 
'· 
The Lowell Daily Sun' Daily 
Lowell, Mass. ' ' Jan. 1, 1894 to 
' the present 
' 
' T 
Lowell Daily Telegram Daily 
f 
Lowell, Mass. ' Oct. 21, 1907 to 
' Dec. 31, 1907 
' 
' 
Lowell Evening Leader.' Daily 
Lowell, Mass. 
Lowell Mercury 
Lowell, Mass. 
' 
' May 7, 1921 to 
' March 1, 1936 
f 
t 
' Weekly 
' Jan. 10, 1834 to 
' Dec • . 26, _1834 
'· 
-co-____ = !=c-~========~======oo-= ='- -=·= 
REMARKS 
'In 1874, name was 
'changed to "Daily 
'Citizen"; in Janu-
'ary, 1896 name was 
'changed to "Lowell 
'Morning Citizen"; 
'in 1906 it was 
'changed to Courier 
'Citizen"; in 1912 
'·changed to "Lowell 
'Courier Citizen~ 
' 
' 
f 
' 
' 
'· f 
f 
' 
' 
' t 
' f 
' 
' 
'Published by the 
'Courier Citizen 
'Company as an 
'evening edition. 
' I 
,_ 
'· 
'· 
' t 
132. 
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' ' NAME OF PAPER '· FREQUENCY OF PUBL. ' & 
' 
& 
' REMARRS PAACE OF PUBLICATION' AVAILABLE DATES 
' t 
' 
' ' 
' ' Lowell Patriot 1 Weekly 
' 
' 
t 
Lowell, Mass. ' Nov. 7, 1834 to ' 1 Dec. 29 1836 t 
. ' t 
' 
' '· Lowell Sunda~ News ' Weekly ' Known until Nov.l~ 
' ' 1916 as the Lowell, Mass. ' ' "Centraville News" 
'· ' 
' 
• 
T T. 
Lowell TeleBram. ' Weekly ' Sunday paper 
' '· Lowell, Mass. 
' 
Apr. 2, 1899 to 1 
' 
the present. '· 
' ' 
'· ' Lowell Vox Po~uli 
' 
Weekly - Daily in 
' 
This publication 
. -
' 1895 ' was first known as Lowell, Mass. ' July 5, 1879 to ' the "Saturday Vox 
' 
July 10, _ 1895 ' .Populi". 
' ' 1 1 
Sunda;'i Arena ' Weekly ' 
' ' Lowell, Mass. 
' 
June 21, 1891 to 1 
' 
March 5, 1893. ' 1 • 
' 
1 
'· ' Sunday Critic ' Weekly ' 
• '· Lowell, M~ss. ' Sept. 18, 1887 to ' 
' 
. Sept. 17' 1891 ' t 
' 
' ' SU!2J2lement 1. Daily '· Confined to local 
'· ' 
news. 
Lowell, Mass. 
'· 
Jan. 3, 1916 to t 
' 
. March 25' 1916 '· 
' 
1 
- -
-
- -
--- -- ·-· 
-
- - -
1 • 
NAME OF PAPER 
' FREQUENCY OF PUBL.' _.. & & 
'· REMARKS PLACE OF PUBLICATION' AVAILABLE DATES 
' 
' ' 
The Times ' Bi-weekly '· 
Lowell, Mass. ' Aug. 31, 1833 to ' 
' Jan. 24, 1834 ' 
'· t 
' L'Independence ' Weekly In French 
Lowell, Mass. ' April 4, 1890 to t 
' Sept. 1890 
' 
t 
Le Journal t Sunday paper In French 
t 
Lowe~ll, Mass. ' April 2, 1916 to 1. 
' June 30, 1916 ' I 
'· La Republigue 1 Weekly In French 
I 
Lowell, Mass. ' March 21, 1901 to I 
' 
June 8, 1902 
Le Reveil Daily '· In French 
I 
' Lowell, Mass. I Sept. 14, 1908 '· t 
. to Jan. 1, 1909 
' 
La Revue de Lowell ' Weekly t In French--Organ 
t for ·workers. 
Lowell, Mass. '· November 6, 1902 I , 
I to January 8, 1904' 
' 
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NAME OF PAPER 
' 
FREQUENCY OF PUBL. t 
& & 
' REMARKS PLACE OF PUBLICATION' AVAILABLE DATES 
'· 
' L'Union ' Weekly In French 
'· ' Lowell, Mass. ' May 17, 1879 to ' 
'· March 20, _ 1890 ' t 
' 
La Verite' ' Tri-weekly ' I n French 
' ' Lowell, Mass. '· Aug. 15, 1910 t o 
' Nov. 19, 1910 . ' 
' 
' ' New EnBland Greek 
' 
Weekly In Greek 
Messenger 
' Maprioll 11, 1915 1 
Lowell, Mass. 
' 
to 
' Maptioy 12, 1919. ' 
' ' ,_ 
Zion's Banner ' Weekly ' Published by the Free-Will 
Lowell and Boston ' Dec. 18, 1839 to Baptists. 
' March 9, 1842. '· Devoted to the 
' interest o-r 
' ' 
religion. 
'· '· 
' '· 
-New York Tribune ' Weekly and Semi- t 
' 
weekly ' New York, N. Y. '· ,_ Jan. 4, 1862 to 
' 
Dec. 29, 1885. 
t t 
